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It there be any whohath any Value for the Authoricy 
. of chi© great St. Avſtiz, I ſhall beſeech them toread 
this following Text of thar Saint , and roconfider 
whetherI have not in my proceedings ovſcrved }is 
4 Rule and Method. And ler them but change the 
Word Maznichen into loba Caluzny and obicrve now 
necrly ic will concern tliem. 


Sr. Aug. againſt the Ep}. of Manichem which they 


[| FE thou ſhalt fond any one vis doth not as yet be- 


| lerve the Goſ pel , what wilt. thou do when he 
y ſhall ſay unto thee 1 do not belezve ? But: nti- 
: ther had 1 beleived: the Goſpel unleſs F had been 
\ thereunto moved by the Authority of the- Catholick, 
: Church: Theſe therefore to whom T ſubmitted, whejz 
{ they required me to beleive the Goſpel, - why ſhould 
| 27 1 not alſo yield Obedience unto them when they di- 
i 3 nec# me not to beleive Manichxzus e. T ake your 
S «© choice; 1f you tell me I muſt belexve the Catholicks, 
MM - they ozve me A dvice not' to. eve Credit to you, and 
: therefore if I belexpe them I cannot but refuſe ta- be- 
£5 lerye you, If you tell me I muſt not beleive the Cas 
« thelicks ;. you proceed ill ,' when you go nhout by the- 
' Goſpel to-perſwade nt to' belerve Manichaus , be- 
—_ it.was from the. Preachings of the Catholicks 
if 836329 , A 2 that 
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that I belerved the Goſpel it ſelf. If you tell me 1 
ard. well when L belerved the Catholicks pray fong the 
Goſpel, but I doiþ when I beleive the ſame perſons 
d:crying Manichaus, do you take me to be ſo ſtu- 
pid as without any R eaſon given unto me 1 ſhould be- 
{eive or.disbelerye what you pleaſe? rc. But if 
you have any Reaſon to offer unto me , lay aſide the 
Goſpel ; if you hold your ſelf ta the Goſpel T ſhall 
adhere ty thoſe upon whoſe commands I belerved the 
Goſpel, and ſo long as I Obey them I ſhall not be- 
lene you. But if by Accident you ſhould find ny 
thing £97 the Goſpel moſt evidenily Foucmng the » 4 
fieſhip'of Manchaus, you will weaken #he Tu- 
rho»aty of the C athelicks in my eſteem who require me 
not to beleive you; but that being weakned I ſhall not 
beleivethe-Goſpel, becauſe T belerve that by them; 
ſo that'wha: ſoever you bring fromthe Gyſpel will be 
of no force with me. Wherefore if nothing be found in 
the Goſpel for the manifeftation of Mani chaus bis 
Apoſtleſhrp ;Þ ſhall rather orve eredit-rs_t(ye Caiby3 
licks then pin; But if anything fhallberhers found 
manifeſt on the behalf of Manichens, 1 ſhall ne 


ther bel ci'venthem-nor you :\Nort. them jhecune fl e. the to Ie. | | 


me a Lye of ya; tor ball ] beleite LLILEE 2'you\ 
urbe that Sth price 16 mt winch 7 lo ed upon 1h tr 
Authrity ithe told me.a Lye vn-rel ation vo ou. © 6 

| 2 It 


ea - 


we cannot doubt but the Reports, which have late- 
> lyſpread concerging me, and of my change 
and Alceration in the great Aﬀair of Religion, 
put you upon an Expectation to hear fome-' 
thing from me; and that in Prine roo: Tt 

| ®& having been my conſiant former Method te 
give anaccount of my ſelf to rhe World that way, And although 
I might very well excuſe my ſelf from the ſame thing now , that 
ſcribling humor being only in the dayes of my Ignorance ; when 
God Almighty pleaſed ro permir a Veil co hang berween my 
eyes and his meſt glorious Truth, Namely the veile of my Pride, 
and Folly : Yet leaft from a toral Glence , the world which in its 
own Nacure is cenſorious enough,ſhould apprehend,chat I either 
wanted Charicy to my late dearBreathren,oc Courage to own the 
Truth , or that I thought the way unjuſtifiable \wherein I now 
Worſhip and Adore the Gad of my Fathers , theſe good and Pi- 
ous men, who until the pretended Reformation of Luther and 
his Followers, knew no orher way of Worſhip or Religion, then 
chis, by which Millions of them were ſent into che Boſome of 
Chriſt, I have atlaſt reſolved togive you a ſhare accompt-of my 
ſelf, and what hath befallen me ſince the Happy Reſtauration of 
our moſt Gractous Soveraignto his Crown and Dignities. : 

And indeed when I conſides the Love which I have ever had 
for you, and the returns of AﬀeRion , which I have received 
from many, and molt of you; I chink'my ſelf more then ordina- 
rily Engaged, to be free with yon incheſe things, as hopingi; and 
in Charity believing, chat if.I can Convince you of the reaſona- 
blene(s of my Proceedings, you will approve of whar I have done ; 
And on che other fide, if any of you can make it appear, wherein 
I have done amiſs ,, you will be ſo juſt ( and this Juſtice I here 
Challenge from you) asto ſhew me my Errors. Sl 

My carriage whilſt I was in Communion with you, was-(1I 
hope ) alwaies ſuch, asto ive you-a ſufficient reaſon to beleive 
that ].neither was , nor am byaſſable by Worldly Intereſts, and 
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ſelfiſh Conſiderations ? When profeſt my ſelf againſt Infanc 
Bpriſme, I haJ rut throvgh almoſt (ifnor altogether ) all the 
ſeveral Profeſſions of Ch. iflianity then appearing in this King- 
dome, the Catholique only excepred, which as I never had apy 
oppertunicy to examine, as not meeting with 'any 'of thar party 
who were willing to publith themſelves ro me'for ſuch , ſo nei- 
ther did I think them, or their P.inciples worthy my Confidera- 
ion, having from the joynt and unanimous conſent of all our 
Pulpirs, beleived thoſe of that party ts be ſo groſly ignorant , 
. that todiſcourſe with them inrelation to Religton, were but co- 
caſt away time and labour, 

Being chus prejudiced againſt che Catholique patty, it pleaſed 
Almighty God to bring me into the company of a Lay Gentle- 
man of that perſwaſion, and to give me occaſion to ſpend ſome 
conſiderable time with him - I no ſooner vnderfioodd his Pro- 
feſſion as to Religion, bur I began co atrempr him, in that where- 
in 1 thonght (as conſcious ofthe weakneſs of his canſe) he would 
never have engaged ; but I ſoon found m7 miſtake by his readt- 
neſs ro embrace difconrſes of that nature. And I found als, that 
we had all embraced a moſt notorions Error , while we ſuffered” 
our ſelves tobe perſwaded, that the Catholickes were an 12no- 
rant Generation, 

The Gentleman ſeemed defirons to examine every.thing from 
the botrome , and to lay the Ax ro the Roor, and truly I thoughr 

that very reaſonable, as conceiving chat whzre the foandation 
© was unſound , the ſuperſtruQures were not tobe relyed on + He 
enquired of me therefore in the firſt place, whether I was ſure & 
cerrain that the Chritiian Religton tn general was more crue , 
then the Religions of che Turks, Jews, or any other , which was 
oppohie thereunto? and whether I was ſo cettainly , andinfalli- 
bly aſſured of thts; that it was nor poſſible for me , or for thoſe 
who taught me Chriſtianity ; to be miſtaken in this ? And he 
gave me this Reaſon for his Queſtion, gamely, thar if neither I 
my ſelf, nor thoſe who tavght me. that Chriſtianity was the only 
ſafe way to Salvation, and the only way in which Heaven was to 
be attained , was infallidly certain , - or were 'capable. of 
any mitake, or might in avy poſſibility commir an errout inthig 
chivg : then as to me, Chriſtianiry conld be no more, —__— 
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$/y crne ;and we could with Sm of Reaſot1, condemn the 
Jew, Turk, or Pagan, fincethey were as well perſwaded of cheic 
 ſeveraf waies , as we could beof ours , upon -a fallible certaincy ; 
and for ought we knew (not having any infallibfe certainty for 
our Chriſtianity ) ſome of them might be inthe Righr, and we tn 
the wrong way, And how coutd you ſayroa Jew , you muſt be- 
come a Chriſtian , /if you expeAto beſayed, when as if he Exa- 


_ mine you ſtrily and cloſely in relation to what certaitny you 


have ofthe crtith of Chriſtianicy, your Anſwer will amount to no 
morethen this, To# concerve you are in the Right, and you hope and 
belerve you are net miſtaken : But it 15 poſſible you may be miſtaken 
in his; for every man ts a Lyar, every man and all men , andevery 
Charch i fallible, and ſubjelt to Error, and to be miſtakes, Can 
_ Argamentsas theſe invice a Jew or Turk to become a Chri- 
{tian ? | 
I confeſs I was extreamly troubled wich this firſt difhculcy , 
and knew not hoy to anſwer ic plainly, and without apparent 
ſhuffling, and declining the queſtion, which I plainly did, by ur- - 
ging, that ifhe ihrended rocall the Religion which Chritt. Eta- * * 
bliſhed in the world into queſtion , and co make a donbe of the 
mayn and Grand Principle of Chcilitanicy , which we both of us 
agreed cobe true, I ſhould crear'no farthzr; and thar if himſelf 
doubred of the Truth of Chrifts Religion, I was not prepared to 
Drfpure the point, ! --* - | et LLUD e ooO 
This Anſwer ſeemed veryſtrange even tomy ſelf, but icſee-- 
med more ſtrange to me, that4 ſhould find my ſelf Gravelled. in 
ſuch a queſtion'as was fit far every one to anſwer, However my 
Opponent uſed me Gently and Sweetly , and withour the leatt 
ſhew. of inſblring over my weakneſs, he:tojd me that in reaſoht/T* 
ooght.co anſwer this difficulty ; for (replied he:)' though ic may - 
be c:ue, andis molt certainly rcue, that che Chriſtian Religion , 
ypon the true Grounds upon which iris founded , 1s infallibly : 
certain and Divine; yet upon the Grounds upon which yon may 
found your beleifthexeof, ir!imay poſſibly noc berrue or Cerrainas' 
to you : for example,ſuppoſe you are told a:thing by a known or” * 
common.perjared petſon, and upon his word you beleive ic, you ' 
cannot be certainly affyred that the ching is true , becaufe ſuch - 


an Infamous, common notorious Lyer tells you f©, but thzching 
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+1s really ro-you doubtful, nay more probably falſe then erve , ad 
yer the nag in ic ſelf js true: ſo if in the. Apoſtles 
. times one had beleivedChriljanity tobe true , not becauſe the 


Apoſtles taught him ſo, but becauſe Sims Hagwe affirmed it to 


him, in this caſe who ſees nor that ſuch a mans faith had roc 
been true: but thar the whole thing to him had been uncertain, 
the belief of it being grounded upon a wrong Foundation , which 
was no Wales certain > From all which it is evident; that no He- 
rerick can have true Faith, this I ſhall farther prove, in regard the 
Th's is ra. CONLTary 15 in error broacked prblikely by Mr. Baxter in his 
k*n our of Treatiſe againſt Mr. William Iohnſsn, who hath fully fGlenced Mr, 
Mr. Zohn-.Baxter beyond all poſſibility of replying wich reaſon in relation 
oy” 1©p1y.co this perticular, . the proof which I give is io this Argument, 


2 * Whoſoever hath crne Faith, bejeiverh the thing beleived ,or the 


Baxter - A , Wh ee : 
called” material objz> of Faith for the Divine Avthoricy of God revea- 


Noveliy - Jing it, But no Heretick beleiverh ſo. Therefare no Heretick 
Repreſſed, hath true Faich, The Major is granted by all , becauſe Chriſtian 
. 9. 142. Faichmuſt reſt upon Gods Revelation ,as its formal object. The 
43 Kc Minors p:oved thus, whoſoever heleives the material obze& of 
Faith, or the thing belcived,, for the Divine Anthority of God 
revealing it, mult beleive all things which are as ſvfhcieptly pro- 
pounded to him , to be revealed by God ,. as are thoſe Articles, 
which he doth beleive. -And mult beleive vothing.as a Revelari- 
on of God , which is as ſufficiently declared ro hirn £6 be errone+ 
pus; of nat a Revelation , as the Articles 'ofFatthargro be revea- 
led. Butevery Hererick ether rgfuſerh to beleive ſomething, 
which is ſo' ſufficiemly propounded to'him to be revealed from 
God, or beleives ſomething, as a Revelation , whichisf ſufhci- 
ently declared to him co be erroneous, or not revealed from 
God; Therefore no 'Hererick hath rue Faith, The. firſt. part of 
this Major 1s proved thus : Whofoever refpſeth ro beleive ; whar' 
is ſo ſnfficiently propounded to be revealed by God , etther refu- 
ſeth all, that is ſo propounded, or:beleives ſome things', and re-. 
fuſeth to beletve otbers- as ſufftciently propoiinded , as thoſe: 
* which he beleives : If he refuſeth all, he can have no, tcue:Faith; 
for he belives nothing , and is therefore no - Chriſtian : If he be- 
lewes ſome , and refuſeth others equally propounded , —_—_ 


| (5) | 
beleives not choſe thivgs , which he. doth beleive-for-the Divine 
Authority cevealiyg, (for when two things are equally propayn- 
dedro'theunderſtanding,, they, oughr.t@ worke.equally. npop: icy) 
buc ypon his owp wikul choice or_private judgement refueth 
ſome, and aſcents to others, As ro the ſecond patt of the atore- 
-ſaid Major, viz., That no man can have true Chriftian Faich, who 
beleives any thing as a Revelation , which is as ſufficiently pro- 
pounded ow to be Erconeaus,, as the Articles by him belei- 
ved, are propounded to be Revelatians;. che very ſame Author i- 
ty which affirms the one, denying the other : Suppaſe the ſame 


Authority acknowledged dorh ſufficiently propound-to a Calver 


.nilt the Articles of Faith, as revealed from God, and at the ſame 
timeaſſures him , chat his conceit of the Ropes being the. greac 
Antichriſt was never revealed from God ; but is.amaviſeſ error 
in Faith: Inthis caſe our Calvenilt muft disbeleivethat propoun- 


-ding Authority , and thereby loſe his Faith in the, former Arti- 


cles-by him beleived , and have no true faith in the firſt ;, or he 
muſt beleive the ſame Authority in-the. ſecond becauſe. iris the 
fame: Authority io; dot: Fox chat very Authoricy which pro- 
pounds the Articles of Faith, as revealed of-God, propounds the 
other as not revealed, and as contrary to Gods' Revelation. By 
all which it.is- moſt evidenr.,. that if your -Faicth be built upon a 
wropg Foundation, it is of no value,nos doth ig give you any cer- 
tainty1,norisit;indeed Faith; bar Humor and Opinion,.! - -.. 

.' Tms Diſcourſe ſtemed.co me ſg convincing; z-that 1 cauld not 
bur agre& unto it; .and cherfore I told him as a:full anſwer to his 
firſt queſtion, that I embraced .Chriſlianity:,: and char ſort-of 
Chrifttanity:to. which I adheared inoppaſition to all others, be- 
canſe tha Ktiptures:which-are Gods. Woxd,-tavght me fo; ra do, 


and that I-beleivedrhe Scriptures r& be Gods word from the im-. 


fallible reftimony of:Gods ſpirit, bearing witneſs with my pitir, 
that they were: Gods, Woids ; and that I was filly convinced, 
that this proceeded from the ipfailzble teFimony of Gods ſpiric, 
from a certain knowledge and feeling hich ] bad of the - {ame 
within my felf;/and injny-own-Conſcience; :i- (1 [4 7 
To all which it-was: mildly replyed, that vpon the Grounds 
which I badlaid, and whereon I founded my {elf , it was impoſſi- 
ble for me, to beinfallibly aſſured , that this teſlimony which 4 
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-mentzoned was infalfibly the reftimony cf che ſpiric of God : For 
having granted the Proteſtant Principle, that Yywas not infallible, 
that »9 man or number of men was or were infallible ; thisſpiric 
"which I ratked of, mighe (for onght I knew) be the ſpiric;oFer- 
ror. And for farther evincing thereof, I was defifed co refle& on 
theſe Scriprores, Jer. 17,9. The heart of Man u decenful above 
all things, who can know it 3 Eccleſ, 9.1. No man knoweth Love 
or Hatred by all that 5s before them. And ro confider the range 
delnfon, which bewitrched the Angel , or Biſhop of Laodices, 
Revel. 3. 17. Becauſe thorn ſayeſt 1 am Rich and encreaſed with 
goods, and have need of nothing, audknoweſt not that thou art wret- 
ched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind , ayd naked, How munch 
was hedeceived/inhis own jupgement of his own Eſtate / In fine 
what would you (ſaid he) anſwer roar Arrian, or Jew , or Turk, 
ſhould they urge the like knowledge, and feeling , wich che like 
confiderice, to prove they were 1nthe truth, and Chrifttanity a 
delufion ? What you would reply torthem , ſuppoſe as ſaid unto 
your ſelf, and ſee if it will not ſatisfie; OTE EST 

Ih'the meantime (ſaid he) you ſeem to imply and ſo'to grant 
thar we ofightro have an infallible certainty of whar we beleive 
with Divine Faith ; this the Apoſtles had in che rime of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviours converling with them uponearch , they had ſuffici- 
ent to prevail with their wills, ro command cheir-undecſiandings 
into the beleifof bis being God conſequently infallible, andCon-" 
ſequently chat whatfozver he taughr was to be afſented unto as 
infallibly true, withont being queſtioned'by our little feeble li- 
mired Reaſons. And 'this was neceſſary for the Church then, o- 
therwiſe they could not have been ſufficiently aſſured that whar: 
Chrift raughc them'was rrue , 'conſequently- it would not have” 
beena finin them'ts have doubred; This infallible afſutance al- 
ſp the-Chriftians who lived in the Apoliles times , and afcer the! 
Aſcenſion of our Lord, enjoyed ; they had ſufficient to;endrce' 
them to a beleif, that the Holy Apoſlles were -infallible guides 
and reachers ; and thar whacſoever they raught'and commanded. 
them, was as infallible true, as if God had immediarely.'ſpoken' 
ro them rhe ſame things, and no more tobe doubred , contradi- 
Red,or diſputed againſt by their reaſons (which doubtleſs were 


as 200d and firong as ours) then the immediate words , _ 
| mancds- 
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mands, or didtites of 'Alinighty God ; otherwiſe thoſe who refy- 
ſed to hear and obey-them-had been inno fautr, and ir would have 

2en arr unſufferable /P. ide and prefamption in St. Pas/co.have 
required ſuch-an bſolure ſubmiſſion rowhar he tavight, as too5-' 
lige che Chriſtians of his timie not'ro have 'beleived/ an Anget 
from Heayenreaching'contrary to whar'he ratight chem, Hence 
it is, that the remaining writings (for ſo much as we have of 
chem) ofthe Bleſſed Apofiles, are by all Chriſtians efteemed, as 
the Words of God. And-rhis was neceflary in the 4ge after 
Chriſt for the Church of God, namely in the Apoftles 'rtimes:, to 
have a living infallible way of direQtion, in ſo much as had we 
then lived , and had en:ountred with any doubts or difficulcies 
relating to Religion, and co the true meaning of what was either 
ſpoken or written by any Apotile , or by all the Apoltles ,we 


ſhould withoutall doubt have made our immediate recourſe ro 


rhem, ſome or one of them, for the ſolving of ſuch doubrs, avd 
the explayning of ſuch difficulties; and ſhould have received and: 
febmirced unco ſuch ſolutions as made by Gog himſelf, without 
ever interpoſing our own reaſons or ſenſes in' oppoſition, This 
we ſee was the conrſe taken inthe fifteenth of che Acts « when 
certain doubts were ariſmn among Chriftars, the Apoiles met 
in a Council. they conſidered the things, they determined with 
an It ſcemeth good untothe Holy Ghoſt and ts us, Their Decrees 
and Canons were obeyed, and ſubmicted unto'by the whole, and . 
che Diſpares were at ary end. 'Bur ſuppoſe ſome diſpvre had ati-- 
ſen touching the ſence and meaning even of ſome of thoſe De= 
crees, muſt not it have been-interpriced by ſome judicial Aurho- 
rity > Doubtleſs yes. Andqueſtionleſs the then Chriſtians would 
have appealed or applyed ro the ſame Authoricry that made thoſe 
Canons and Decrees, for the-interpretation of them , and would 


- have ſubmitted ro ſuch interpretarions ; otherwiſe it would haye- 


been wich che Primative Chriſtians then, as itis with you now, 


_evety one wovld have framed his own interpretation, thoſe who. 


been Maſters of the greateſt Wir, power , or intereſt , would 
have framed Parties or Chorches ro themſelves; "and in fine che 
Sword oftheFleſh anJ nvr'the Spirit of G&d mult have 'given the 
nd Law-t6 Chriftisniry; they-would have beers-fo far'from 
ivilicy of maintaining The nity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
Peace, 
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Peace, from betng Ove 53dy , 'thar they would have divided inte 
as.many parts (to (peak without grateing) as you noware , and 
have-gone to Cuifs, and raiſed Wars for the dectdeing of Contca- 
vetlizss as we have ſeen you do fince you diyided your ſelves from 
rae Holy Catholick Church.of Chrilt, EE 1 ERS 
Ic is not hard for you ts imaginz into what 'confulien theſe 
Djicourſes put my poor ſoul, to hear ſuch things, io greac eviden- 
ces of Reaſon produced by a. private Gentleman ofthat parcy , 
whom I had beleived (o ignorant, I had ofcentimes in Diſputati- 
0n;,.both publickly and privately encountred , and ( I chought) 
worlied ſeveral. of. the Engliſh Clergy io tho points wherein [ 
differed from them, 'But I found nothing now to ſay againſt theſe 
Principles, which -I had yec hicherco ſuppoſed the moſt ridicu- 
woe tag 4101s, that-any people could imagine toſert vp, Well [ could no 
herein. Jonger.contell, but,reſolved to have recourſe unto Almighty God 
tend are, by-Prayer for his Divine Afſitance, and to make ir my buſineſs 
7! YV#e-according to the urmolt of my poor skill an:{ underſtanding , to 
owe Ki _ Cakeafult view of the Grand Principles of che Catholick Faith, 
_ for ”* and of Chriſtianicy.zand layiog aſide all Prejudices, Pride , and 
»"eationd Humour, I reſolved by the afſittance of God to embrace and ſub- 
Noveity, mit unto whatſoever, 1. ſhould underſiand to be moſt agreeable 
z9r:j-d wich his moſt holy will and pleaſure , wichoue caking any regard 
_ my 70 worldly intereſt, or rhe cenſures'of men, which I had reaſon to 
that £12 beleive wouldrun bigh againtt me. Andthe better to enable me 
borate Trealn this ſeaictrand examination, I borrowed from this Gentleman 
t/e called ſeveral books andrreatiies, from-whence I made ſeveral ColleQi- 
infidelity ons, the Heads of which I recommend-to your conſiderations, 
0/428 wh they being tuch, as had (by the Gracious aſfitance of Almigaty 
—rohetbogy ap God) ſuch a prevailing power upon my underſtanding, as-to con- 
of a Bookyince me.ofth2 errors of the way.,. wherein I then was , and to 
Publiſhed-bring me-coche Knowledge of the Divide truths of che Canhplick 
wy Mr, and Chrifljan Bayh. oof o ill 15 on fe TTHED » 2 
; w _ ; Tgathered from the true. interpretation of that Text of Scrip- 
ee. eure \ Heb..11; 6. Without Faith it is impoſſible topleaſe God, And 
of that Map, 2624.6, He zhet beleiverh pot , (hall be damned. And 


1 he Bog! |. | 


of tharother Epheſi4c 3: Thee 3: hut one Farth, audove Bapriſme, 


, one Lord Jeſus, That thefaith,yaich was toſaye me, and. by the 
' which I was.'to pleafe. God , mult certainly be the eFar , 
_ ; whic 
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which cannot be found in contrary Opinions , it being but One' 
and of contraties, One ovly can be true, I alſo collected from 
char Text, 2. Cor. 10. 5. Bringing into Captivity every thought, 
to the Obedience of Chriſt, That his Faith or beleiving was to be 
ſeared inthe underfianding , thar the underſtanding was to ſub- 


mir, not diſpute. -And that this A& Tobeleive , was a Command 


or Precept of Almighty God, who will have his Will obeyedby 
all his SubjeQs , and the not obeying of which is puniſhed with 
eternal Damnation, Lalily I found trom that Texr Heb, 10. 23. 
Let ms hold faſt the profeſſion of our Faith without wavering , for he 
is faithful that hatk promiſed, That Faith , if rruly Divine, mult 
be an infallible afſenc of our underſtanding, fubmitting it ſelf obe- 


_ diently to beleive the Revelations of God, For otherwiſe Faith 


and conſequently all Religion , may be ro more then fancy,or 
Opinion, and then no waies certain, and if ſo , then no Obliga- 
Lion, 

PFcom whence I/thovght it gid very naturally follow, fic{t that 
there mM be ſome means appointed by God , by which we may 
know this one true Faith from all falſe Opinions .for to require us 
to beletve upon pain of Damnation,and not rogive.us any means 
whereby we may know what to beleive, were to require vs to 
make Bricks without Straw, Secondly that theſe means muſt be 
infallible, for we cannot be broughr to an infallible aſcent by (al- 
lible and uncertain means, and God wonld nct require vs ro aſ- 
ſent toan Authotiry which may deceive us. - Thirdly , thar the 
underſtanding muſt ſubmir ro theſe means under pain of Damna- 
tion ; for if the under{ianding were art liberty to ſubmit, or notro 
ſubmic, to the-rmeans by which Faith is conveyed vntous, ir 
would be no fault not to beleive , conſequently God could nor 
Jaitly damne vs for not beleiving, Beſides, whoſoever ſhall re- 
fuſe to be governed by their means, and chat Authority which 
Cod hath appointed ro govern him , is a Rebel againſt God, 
Fcurthly, that cwo men of rwo differing Faiths cr behefs cannor 
be \1ved ; for they both of them, knowing thatthey are bound ro 
be guided and governed by thoſe means which God hath appoin- 
red toconvey faith unto them, and one of them flatly refuling ro 
ſabmir, this perſon who refnſerh, muſt be guilty of diſobedience 
ro Gads command, and conſequently cannor be ſaved, Fift bly, 

B that 
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lerable ro humane frailty , and very poſſible for them may come 
ro the knowledge of theſe means, For otherwiſe God wonld' 
have appointed means which would be unproficable tothe end, 
and the far greater number of Souls for whom Chriſt dyed, would 
not b2 ſefficiently provided for; by che ſweer P:ovidence of God, 
By which chit Propheſy would be inzffeQual , Eſay. 35. Say to 
them that are of a fearful heart,be ſtrong, fear not , behold your God 
will come and ſave you, they the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened. and 
the Ears ef the deaf unſtopped, &'c. Andone high way ſhall be there, 
aud a way, and it ſhall be called the Holy may , the wayfaring mey, 
though Fovles ſhallnst err therein, 

Andchus fac I met with nothing bur what Iefteemed very a- 
Sreeable with all ſorts of people , profefſing themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, Allchat I ever mec with ſeemed to grant thir there muſt 
be a way, and a Rule ; there mult be means appointed, there-mulſt 
be a governing power to judge and decide all doubts , and teach 
us the true way to Heayen with cerctaincy, Bur who this Rule or 
Tadge ts, that is the difhculty, for when once we have found it, I 
think all perſons will agree that they are-obliged ro ſubmir unro 
ic, asSto the Apoliles- if they were aQually living, or ro Chrilt 
himſelf: This therefore I thought to be the only quefiton thar I 
wasTo gain ſatisfaction unto : 1 therefore ceaſed toenquire af- 

ter this doctrine, or.the other Arricte, as beleiving, that if I could 
once find out this Rule, this Judge which God had appointed as 
the means to direct me, and to which FEwasto fnbmit, as to thar 
Authority.which God had appainted to Rule and Govern me ,to 
reach me what I was, and what I was not to beleive; I ſhould no 
more ſcruple to beleive what chat Anthority ſhould reach me to 
be revealed by God, then if I heard God himſelf ſpeaking: And 
I was no way diſcouraged in my reſolution co ſearch , when I 
conſidered, that as God ſpoke in Antient times by the mouthes 
- ofhis Pcophers, before and afcer the Scriptures were written ; and 
by the mouthes of his Apoſiles before, and after the New Teſta- 
ment was written ;' and that the writing of what God direQed 
ro be wricten, did not lefſen the power of God, bur that he might 
fill dire&t by, rhe monthes of his Prophers, and Apoſtles, ſo poſ- 
Gbly I might find Go ill ſpeaking. by an Authorigy , which ht- 
taertto I had not been acquaimed with, | I 


| ) 
that ignorampedple by ſuch reaſonable diligence, as is very tol-" 
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I found all the Rules and meanes propoſed by every patty to 
amount to four in the whole, One patty would ſer vpa claim tv 
the Spitit direing them, and ſpeaking to their ſpicirs. Another 
will have Reaſon to be this Rule and Judge, A third will ſer up 
ſole Scripture, And the fourth afſtgneth che Holy Catholick 
Church of Chritt Viſible here on Earth,co be that Judge and Dt- 
rector, And finally that, medium appoynted by God himſelf for 
the ends before mentioned, and to which all Chriſtians were ro 
ſubmir, Orher then theſe I never heard of any , for I alwaies e- 
'Reemed che Qxakers Light to be eicher the Spirit or natural Rea- 
ſon , and I reſolved to rank it under one of thoſe conſiderations 
by a narne more known co the world, then chat which they have 
given it, And therefore theſe 1 reſolved molt carefuily ro exa- 
mine, | Fi | 
-* Asto the firſt tonching the Spirit, berring witneſs in ſecret 
with our ſpitits, or in plainer terms the Private Spirit , I confide- 
red that there is no mann tne world Jew or Turk, Paganor 
Chrilitan, buc may (ifhe will pur on confidence enovgh ) affirme 
that he is tavghc inwardly by God , many of all forts do this and 
yer reach contradiftions, ſome therefore mult be deceived, ther- 
fore this not the Rule, Nor hath this any effe&t amongſt thoſe 
who pretend ic, for by this none of them ever as yet reconciled 
any differences, bur each pretender grows peryerſe and ob{tinate, 
and ſeperates from all who pretend co have the ſpiric as well as 
himſelf, and fo endleſs Herefies . and Schiſms ariſe wirchour any 
poſſibiliry to allay thzm,or for either theLearned,or the I2noranc 
rojudge which of theſe bold prerenders hath a true ſpirit: In the 
mean time it will nor ( poHibly ) be hard for a ſober man to find 
that they are allof them governed by the Spirit of Error , who 
prerend thrs audaciouſly, if he conſiders well the Role which St, 
Toha gives for diſcerning the ſpirit of truch from the ſpirit of error, 
1 oh. 4.6. v, We are of God, he that knuoweth God heareth us , he 
that is not of God heareth not us : Hereby khaow we the. Spirit of 
Truth from the Spirit of Error, As if he ſhould have ſaid, Chritt 
hath placed. Apoſtles, and Teachers, and Doors, to govern and 
reach his Church, we are rhoſe, and therefore of God, therefore 
whozver pretends to know the Will of God, mnft hear and obey 
ani ſnbmic untous, or it is evident what he ſaith , is bur a pre- 
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ithe «id know God, or were of God, he would certainly hear ns, 
Here therefore is your Rule to know true from falſe ſpirits : The 


ſpiric of truth is alwaies remaining with that Authority which - 


God hath placed in the W6:1d, ro teach truth to the world, and 
b:ing them toche Faith ; and all rhar are aftuared and lead by 
chis tpitir, are ravghr by it to ſubmic ro this Ar:thority , andro 
hear thoſe whom God hath ſent and doth ſend by chis Authot icy, 
fince Faith only comes by hearing thoſe who are truly ſent ; bur 
the ſpirit of error is a ſpiric of Pride, which refufeth co ſubmit re 
thit Authoricy whi-h God hath ſer up, and heaping to themſelves 
Teachers , havisg itching eares, tirn away their ears from the 
Truth, 1 Tim. 4.v. 3.4. By this ſaw , that although the Rule 
and the Judge, which 1 looked for, mult havethe affiftance and 
ivfluence of the Holy Ghol!, the Spirit of Truth, yer ic could nor 
be every private man or woman who laid claim to ſuch influen- 
ces, ani whocould no more ſatisfie another that they are guided 
by che Spirit of Truth, then many whore calt inco Bedlam for 
affirming themſelves to be God, can eyince themſelves to be ſo, 
and whoſe affirmations (for ought I know) are as concluding as 
the orher. Inthis therefore I was ſatisfied, 

The next thing which I conſidered was Reaſos , which I found 
could nor poſſibly be this Rule and Jucge that I ſought for, be- 
cauſe firft, it was to ſubmit as a Subject and Vaſlall to that Rule 
and Judge, therefore it could nor be ir. Secondly , it was falli- 
ble, and firavgely apt to miſtake , which is againſt the Nature of 
this Rule and Judge co be; For if God ſhould -obliege us upon 


pain of damnation toſubmirunto,ard ro be | & ruled by 


an-Authoricy that might deceive us,and might ceach us that for a 
truth -which is not, we ſhould be bound ro beleive that for true 
which isnot ſo , and yet be damned for not beleiving the ruth. 

Thirdly if Reaſon.were to be this Rule and Judge, rhen ic 
would follow contrary to the Scripture, that :t z not impoſſible to 
Þleaſe God without Faith, for Reaſon would teach vs (rſhciently 
how topleaſe God, yea it would be a breach of this rule to be- 
laive what we do not underſtand, and then every Religion would 
be the truth, cenſequemly contraditions would be true , conſe- 


quently there would be many Religions , and not oply not one 
'% | taich 


rence, and he doth not indeed know God, nor is he of God; for , 
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faith bur no faith ar all; for there is ſcarce a man living bur his 4 
reaſon differs from anothers , underſtandings and .judgemercs 
difering as much as Faces, an Reaſon excludes faich : * There- 
fore no one thar followes hiz own Reaſon could-in jaſtice b2 
conderaned by God , conſequently all rhen wauld be fared , un. 
Jeſs peradventure you will ſay, that ina bukne's of ſnch conſe- 
quence , asthe ſalvation of our ſouls ,. our p.1vate Reaſon pec- 
ſwades ustop-efer the Authority of ſuch as are wiſer chen our 
ſelves bzfore our own judgements, which 1s moſt true;: Bur then 
I inferr that Roman Catholicks are the mot rational p2ople in 
the world, and conſequently -bave the beſt Religion as aRing 
moſt conformably to Reaſon; for they rely upoti the Authoricy 
ot Genzzal Councels, conſiſting of the ableſt and moſt Learned 
men of all Nations, which is the greateſt Authority ro be fonnd 
on earth, eſpecially if they have the aſhifiance ofthe Holy Ghoſt, 
as it appears they have both by the reftimony of Scripture , and 
the conſtant tradition of all Ages. Lalily, that would probably 
bz the cruch,and che true faith co on2 man this year, which ſeven 
years hence would be an error, andafalle faith , to che fame per-. 
ſon ; for in ſuch a compaſs of time a mans reaſon hath ſuch an 
alteration. Upontheſe groundsI concluded, that certainly God 


| inhis good Providence, had appointed a mere ſure Guide , Rule, 


and Judge to bring me to the infallible faith of Chrifiianicy, then 
my. own Reaſon, TH x 

The next thing inorder to be conſidered, was the. Scriptures, 
whether theſe were ſolely ſufficient toteach'vs the true Faith, 
ant from time to time to dire Rule and Govern us, and cobe 
this Rule and Jude, co-whoſe ſentence and determinacion, ro- 
whoſe dire&ions and Authority all were to ſubmic, and which 
was to ſupply unto us the place of Chriſt and the Apoſiles. And 
indeed I found this highly contended for , and ſeveral Reaſons: 
urged ſor it, : 

Firſt the words of our Saviour, Joh, 5. 39. Search the Serip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have Eternal Life , and they are they 
which teſtify of me, But tothis | found ſeveral anſwers given, 
which to me were a fatisfaRion, For firſt, ir doth nor appear whe- 
ther this in thezPriginal be che [mparative or Indicative Mood. 
St, C:ril with whom. Bez.qagrees , takes it in the —_ 

| Moo 
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Mood, and then the ſence runs thus ; You do ſearch the Scrip- 


cures, b2cauſe in them you have an Opinion that you have Erer- 


nal Life, and yer even thoſe Scriptures are ſo far from being 
again me , rhat they rceſlify of me ; ſo rhat I ſhall be no waies 
p:ejudiced if I ſhould joyn2 1ffue wich you , and ery my cauſe by. 
your own Rule, Andain this ſence they ate ſo far from proving 


 whar they are produced for, that they prove direRtly the contra- 


ry; they are ſo tar from being a command co all to read, or 
ſearch , or make Scripture the ſole Rule and Jadge , thar they 
rather ſeem a reprehenlion co all who ſhall frame rhat conceir of 
the Scriptures, Secondly theſe words cannot extend co prove 
this concluſion , if they were in the Imparative Mood ( which 
can never be proved infallibly): becauſe they cannot be profitable 
to work Faith irvthoſe who cannot read, who are.the far greater 
part of mankind, Thirdly , this cannot be the ſence Of thele 
words , bzcauſe they would then have excluded Chrilt Jeſus 
himſelf, and after him his Apoſiles , from being che Infallible 
means by which true faith was to be cavghr to che. world, and 
who were doubtleſs 1n their time the infallible Judges for the 
deciding of all Controverſies , and the determining true Faith, 
from falſe Opinions , and to whoſe judgements all upon pain of 
Damnarton were to ſnbmir, 

The ſecond Reaſon urged for ſole Scriprure was, 2 Tim, 3.v. 
I5,16, From achild thou haſt kanwn the Holy Scriptures , which 
are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation through Faith which © tn 
Chriſt Feſus, All Scripture # given by Inſpiration of God , and ts 
profitable for doltrine , for Reproof, for Correft1on, for [nſtrattion in 
Righteonſneſs, that the man of God may be perfe&+ , thoroughly fur- 
#ihed to all god works, Burt 1 found thar neicher would this Text 
(ſo much and indeed fo totally relyed upon) ſerve as a prof for 
what 1t was pretended, namely coprove that the Scrprare alone 
was the way, the Rule,the Means, the governing power appoin- 
red by God to judge, and to decide all doubts,and to teach us the 
rrue Faith, and the true ' way ro Heaven with certainty, The 


_ Reaſons why this Texr would not prove this were theſe, Firſt, 


that whichris ſpoken chere of Scriptnres is , that they were able 


through or by faith in Chriſt Teſus to make wiſe , and that they are 


rrofitable to the ends'there mentioned - But this Profitable 1s 
| not 
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not ſole ſufficient, and this Able .} Al or by Faith is not ſole- 
ly able , bur ſuppoſeth Faith already . and therefore precends nor 
thar they are the means preceding faith ro beger faith, It was a- 
greed by all. char the Sctiprures to one that had faith already , 
and to the Manot God, who would ſubmit co ſuch Interprevact- 
ons of Scriptures as God ſhould reach him, and hold forth 'nney 
him by that Authority which God had appointed to Guide ,- 
Rule, Teach and Govern him , andto whom God had appoinred 
him to ſubmir, were extreamly profitable and able to make him 
wiſe unto ſalvation, But to one who had not the faith , and who 
61d nor already beleive them to be the word of God , they were 
no way uſeful or profitable , for faith comes by hearing , not by 
reading, Secondly , thoſe Scriptures here meanx , were thoſe 
which St. T1mothy had kyawn from his youth , which were the Old 
Teſtament only ; conſequently by this Rule they are ſoiely ſuſhci- 
ents conequently che New Teſtament at the beſt yo: neceſſary, 
rot the Preaching of Chrift,or the Apoſtles, nor the Sacraments 
of the New Teftament , ſo that rhis Scripture etcher- proves too 
muci , if admitted in the ſence for which 1t is produced, ori 
proves nothing to this purpoſe, Thirdly, the word All Scripture 
muſt 6bgnifie either every Scripture as the Original word T«s 
ovehtto be rendred;or Allthe Scriptures that ever were , or At 
the Scriprnres chat were when this Text was wricten, or Aff the 
Scriptures that we now have, If tbe every Seriptare) then ic 
proves too munch, and conſequently nothing to the preſent in- 
rent , for then all rhe Scriptures ſave only on? book are nſele(s. 
Tfic be All that ever were, we have them not ; as Iſhall ſhew 
hereafter, conſequently our rule is maymed , and God hath not 
giver us ſofficient means for the ends propoſed. If Aﬀthe Scrip- 
enres that were when this Text was written, then ar leaſt all 
that have been writtenſivce were ſope:flnons, ar Teaſt not necefa- 
ry. It Allthat we now only have , and that the Apoſtle foreſaw 
whar would come co our hands in England, I would gladly have 
ſome aſſurance why the Text muſt be chus underfiood and no 
otherwiſe > | 
In fine if from thoſe words of our deareſt Lord; Theſe things 7 
ſay that ye might be ſaved, Joh. 5. 54. We are not to conclude 
thatthoſe yery words or things then ſpoke ; wers ſole ſufficient 
for 


| | 6) 
for Salvation, but only chat they were conducing to dur ſalvation; 
ſo from neither of the Texts before urged, or any other that can 
be urged, can we conclude, thar the Scriprures are ſolely ſufficient , 
bur only that they are conducing to one ſalvation , and that the 
direRions therein included if followed cru!y , and according to 
the intent of the Holy Goſt, are able ro make himwho is already 
a good Chriſtian, wiſe unto ſalvation, 


And now that I clearly found that no Arguments which were. 


prged for the ſole-ſufficiency of Scriprure , and to prove that the 
Scripture alone ts this infallible judge, or rule or means, appoin- 
ted by God as aforeſaid, did prove the Scriptures to be ſo, or ſa- 
tisfie the point for which they were produced, I reſolved to ſee 
what could be ſaid againſt this common general Opinion of all 
who oppoſe the Church of Rome , why the Scriptures could not 
be this Rule and Judge, | 
The firſt reaſon that I found was , that it did never yer appear 
to anſwer this end ; for thoſe who prerend the moſt to conſulethe 
Scriptures , do moſt of all men diſagree in matrers of faich, and 
in interpreting theſe Scriptures, Lnther che firſt beginner of 
Proteſtants, gathered a Flock of followers , which divided into 
ſeveral other ſub-divifions, contradicting each other, So [ohs 
C alvin rayſ(ed a party in Gezeva of whom Luther ſaith expreſly, 
Tom, 7, Fo, 380. I ſcarce ever readof a more deformed Hereſy, 
which preſently in the beginning , was aivided into ſo many heads , 
ſuch a number of Selts, not one like another , and ſuch variety and 
diſagreeing of Opimions, And have we not diviſions enongh in this 
poor Kingdome, and amonelt thoſe who call themſelves Pro- 
teftancs > Are there not (beſides the Church of Exgland which I 
_ pretend not to treat of becauſe eitabliſhed) Pcesbyrerians, In- 
dependents, Anabaptilis, Fifch Monarchy men , Quakers, &c. 
Maincaining Dod&tiines contrary tro each other > Do: not all ar 
.molt of theſe pretend the Scriptures alone to be the Rule and 
Judge > and doth this Rule or Judge anſwer the end for which 
they pretend it was delivered tothe World ?*I remember it is 
excellently well inferred by rhe Learned Author of the Book In- 
ficuled Fiat Lux, Thatic is impoſſible for any one of thele par- 
tyes (which I mult nowcrave leave to call Seas) with reaſon to 


cenſure or condemn any of the others , alchough never ſo diffe- 
rent 


CHEESE 


XUM 


CF ©: | 
rent'frora themſelves even in Show by them eſteemed fonda- 
mencals; ſince earth of them have their; uncontroulable Plea 
for thernſelves, thar rheir faith isin'every reſpe@' conforrtable to. 
whatrthey 'underſiand co be the true ſence and 'meaning of the 
Scriptures, which they all agree to be the {ole and only'Rule and ' 
Judge. Nay which of cheſe Patties can deny, the others the Ti- 
tleof Proteſtant , or convince them of Hereſy , fince robe aPro- 
ceftant, vo more is required (or if ir be I would gladly 'whart- 
it is) chen:to admic :of the Scriptures knrerpered 'according rs 
cheir beſt nnderflandings and Conſciences to be the ſole and on- 
ly rule of Faich and judge of controverkies > is not he that profeſ- 
ſeth to follow this principle, allowed by allro be a perfe& good 
Proreſtant though neyer ſo much differing 'in faith from others 
who make the ſame profeſſion} Good God'? thaft' thSu'tolt os 
that Herefies muſt be , and yer left-us wickour all poſfibility of 
convincing or condemning them, or knowing who are , and who 
are.not Hereticks ? Bur thoſe who pterend this Rule and Judge 
ro be Scripture , dotncruth as lictle inrend it- as any who oppoſe 
them ::for if they will pleaſe: bur ro ſpeak their coniciences 
clearly , ir would: ſoon appear that ir is nor: the Holy Scriprures 
which byaſsrhem , bur their own private regſons , puting private 
ſences and gloflesupon thoſe Scriptures , which were eafily.quit- 
redif they would once give themſelves the liberty to ſee how 
eaſy itis for their reaſons to erre in divine things ; which are as 
far above the reach-of reaſon as Heaven is above thEEarth ,"asir 
1s for the ſame reafonts miſtake ſo' much in humane affairs'as we 
facitw de, Lf. 4, other CRE nn Tit 

The ſecond reaſon .was that the Lerter of Scriptutes was ro 
be: conſtrued and applyed by men, wherefore —— 
ments and-interefigdiffer,- ſo will their «Expoſitions of wrieten 
words;;fromr hence: differivg: ſences wilf be rayfed';: and froth 
rhence different faiths. FotExample, If I'wererto diſpute againſt 
anArrian,.- and toptovethar' God the Father , am Godtthe Son 


areoof.che Ameſubſtance, Tſhoult orge.char Text 3 Joh,-10.:38. 


T and my: Pather ome one thing pi Knd byuhis j.gctording'ab my 


\Judgemenc:(fi6uldchink :}had che queſtion: | Bur!then 

my dfrrius comparingehis with:Joh; 1,30; 7 hevsCbrift. proy- 

ethto-hn Pather ;thathis Diſciples might all beeur thang ; as rhe 
C 


; Fatber 


(18) | 
Father in-me and [mm thee, concludes that this One 6r One thing 
in both theſe Texcs areto b2 incended Oz: in AﬀeRion ;' not in 
ſubſtances; forz(aith he) ir cannever be underflood thac Chriſt 
intended co pray tazc his Diſciples might be Oe inſubſtarice, If 


Tſhould urge: the Array farcher, and ſay that rhe Council of | 


Nicegayethe:ſams interpretationwhich I do, co the Texc which 


I urge; he would anſwer as Proteſtants generally do, that he hath. 


2 Worthy efteem of 'Councils and Fathers , ſo far as they agree 
wich Scripenres , bat he;doth-not chink chem infallible', he be-. 
|:ives they may mittake. and therefore where he finds them diſ- 
agreeing wich thz Word of God , he muſt contradict them all. - 
The third Reaſon which I choughtr forcible, was, that choſe 
who are thus far from for the ſole Seriptures , do nat ſay that One 
er any perticulac-humber ofthe Books of Scriptures , bur All the 
warks of Scripture, which were written by Inſpiration of God, do, 
bzing zoyned rogerher ,-make up chis Rute and Judge to be a 
complear Rule and Judge. I concluded therefore, rf any of theſe 
Books be nowloft, this Rule is not perfect ; and then Man is lefc 
by God-wichoac means to beleive, conſequently muſt be dam- 
ped for that which is not his faulc,, Now that many of theſe 
books are loſt , I found clear from thoſe which remain, there is 
mentioned Nur, 21.v. 14. The Book of the Warrs of the Lord. 
This is lo, Ir is ſaid of Solaman, 1 Kings 4. 3. 2. That he ſpoke 
three thouſand Proverbs, aud bis Song ymere a thouſand and jive, 1 
conceive ſome of thefe upon a'jult reckoning, will be obſerved 
to be wanting, -We find named. 2 Chron, g; 29. The book of Nat 
thanthe Prophet , the Prophecy of Ahijah , and the Vifous of Idao. 
Taefe are lo, as alfo thoſe v1med r Chro. 29.29. The hook of 
Sammel, the book of Nathan , the book of Gad. It is ctear from 
Mae. 27.9. Thatpart of Terawy 4s loft, for thar Evangehft cices a 
Text of /eremy not to be found-inany of Zeremres books which we 
| aye, So alſoare the Books of that Propher menrioned Marr. 2. 
23, who foretold that Chrift thould be-called a Nazarene. 'We 
fha]l-find by 1 Cor. 5.:9. Thatthe Epiſtle which our Canon calls 
Sr. Pan{'s fit Epiltleto-the Corinthians was noctrulythis-firſt ro 
-rhem, forthereherfairh, / wore ite 998 1 m0 Bpirfedd rot; to company 
wath Forizoaters ;whereforeifherhid then wrtren an EpiBle to 
them, chis wasnochis firſt tochem,'Sc, Paul wrote alſo ny == 
com 
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| Evie from Laodice. It ſeems thete.was ſomething -ip it which 
wer yet we do not find chat Epillle ; the conclufion I 
think Falls our very necutally,@ uo on I in 
- The fourth Reaſon. wgs this , 'noching .cep be a ſole ſuſfcienc 
Rule co all, or theoply way and means io Convey Divite and in- 
falliþle Faith ro all, or 3:Judge to whaſe Senrence all are to ſub- 
mix 01 pain of Damnation, which cannot be cergainly and truly 
upderfiond by all , Bur the Scriptures cannor be certainly under- 
food by all. Nay they are very ſubje& tobe deſperately mulun- 
derftond, if you beleive the ſecond Epiſtle of Sr, Peter , (and be- 
leive it we muſt fot it is Gods word ) 2 Pet. 3.16, where ſpea- 
king of all St. Pauls Epiſtles in general, be ſaith ; I» which are 
fore things bard to he nuderftomd, which they that are wnlearadl and 
#nft able ; mreſt as: they do: alſethe other Soriptarer.nuto abrer owe 
deftrnition, It is ip yaintoiſay; chat the Scripruresare ealy/inÞFrin- 
damentals,and in whit concerns our falyation for we have hete 
ateliimony that they are bard and wrefted by the ;unlearned and 


paſiable to theirdeftruRtion, thar is-to-their Damnation ©; Now ' 


if they were. oply herd. in things nacappercaining to Salvarinh, che 
wreſivg of ſuch things conld-nor bring chem. co DerowRtion,: Fr 
followes thattheycipnor bea ſafe and infallible ſecure Rule, nor 
indeed any Rule at allte the ignorant , :who are infinitely the 
greater parr.of thoſe for whom Gheil dye «751251 hf of 
_: The fife Reafonisthis,:if the Scripturesrhat is the writings.of 
the- Prophers .Evangelits avd Apaliles, 8cc.. be thisRule:g0d 
Tudge,ic.canonly be meant of theic rrue;, Authentical:andQci-: 
gival writings , not of corrupted copies: ..'Therefore if we have! 
nor theit true Originals our 'Rule 1s imperfeR ; Obferve whar! 
themo(tlearned Procef, Chamier ſaith in thisperricutar af Scrip>+ 
tureFrravllations,m2 ankwowlcdgeitbem to be wade bathyupriniare | 
Spirit, as far 6s every mans judgement ,. rhilfulneſs 3 Langwager ; 
arlligence ard ſincerity ware able toreach. Therefore there is wone 
exher 121 Or 011 10GNE ON 1281) other,mnto which we think. aneet io 
ſubiett either our ſelves or other men, . AﬀferiTranſlatiaus theiſence 
of Prateſt ants isnhis') that. all of then ; of enhaly Fatiding: 12awe: or 
creaht-ſoever they be; apdiwith what: dbbgornforerity or Learmng | 


ſoeutr they mere wade , are ouly ſo far certain'ss. they agree mith 
| | C 
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| | YR 
the firſt-Context, I mean as far as theyexpreſi that fence” which 5; 
cortainly manifeſt (and how{hall thar a ) tobethe ſence of the 
Hebrew and Greek words (he muſt intend -here the-true 'Origt- 
nals) þ#t if they vary and ſwerve never ſo little from hexce (i, e, 
from the trne Originals )ehat ſenve whichthey grueny exproſe, we 
judge neither to be Dwvine nor Anthentick,, nor Canonical , but 
merely humane, Cham. Panſtr, Tom, 1,1,1. 2.c.2.8.3. 5. So 
then we muſt have rhe crue Originals, or we have no perfeRt Rule 
of the Scriptures, and therefore I woutd gladly ſee and ſpeak with 
-rhat man , 'who can aflure me infallibly., : that the Hebrew-and 
Greek Scriptures which'we have, are theſe Originals ; Nay-who 
-will adventurero make Qarh, thartheſe which we have do agree 
with chetrue Originals. And yer if we covld be ſecure of this , I 
doubr ic will be hard to finde any perſon. who doth ſo infallibly 
 underftand che:Ocriginals, as togive us a-rrue Tranſlation , on 
which we. may. with as much infallible. affurance rely , as npon 
God interprecing : And yer if this cannot be had , we muſt con- 
feſs that we are not certain whether we have this Rule pure or 
not.. Sure Lam the Apoſiles:did not tranſlate theſe books into 


Evgli(h, we are (o far fromhaving, St.\Marthews Original ,” ——* 


we. know not in what Lapgoage i©:was-written, or. wherher- he 
who tranſlated ir into.Greek were an honeſt man or nor, we all 
agree that. our Engliſh .Tranflacours were fallible men , they 
might be miſtaken , and have miftaken in multitudes of places ; 
themſelves ſay they 'werecarefutro ger the beſt -Copies of the 
Hebrew and Greek.they could find , bur were not: infallibly.cer- 
rain thatthoſethey had were true, Have we thenin theſe a ſuf- 
ficent certainty to venture our ſoules upon ; ſuppoſing God to 
_ have appointed the Scriptures as our ſole Rule, Guide and Judge> 
"IJ chink no man who hath.any modeſty ; of any. conſideration'of 
his Souls good, willſaythar-we'have. . But ſure F. am , whoever 


ſhall dare to ſay it, will.never beable to prove it.ifallibly.. Give- 


me leaye to Expoſtulace thus with you, who arefor fole Scripture, 
What Scriptures would ye have me to ſubmit unto, who'am a 
meer Engliſh man > If you ſay:the Originals , neither you nor. 
know. where to find them ::IE yowfay to ſuch Copies as you have, 
I askby what Authoricy.do yourequire this ,: ſince they are: bur 
Copiesof Copies, which you cannot certainly tell. me that ch 
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- impoſed upon hem. by Councils , where the Pope was chief 7 » from 
age 


: (22) 
are not corrupted, ſince the moſt Learned do affirm that there are 
variety of theſe Copies, in ſome of which whole Verſes are omit- _ = 
red which are found inothers : and that there arEar leaſt ſixreen —_— 
variots Greek Coptes of the New Teſtament, If you cell me I byrery, p. 
muſi ſubmit to your yy Sl Franſlations, 1 aske farther , to ©9 70, 
which of them, for they have differences alſo, the 9, and 18, ver- S | Anſ: 
ce An/- 


| ſes of the 7th, Chapter of Damel, of the Geneva Tranſlation, are ,,,,v.aq. 


dire&ly contrary to the ſame Verſes in the Tranſlation put forth verciſe- 
by the commandof King [ames, Nay the Minifters ofthe Coun- menc to 
ty of 'Lixcolnin King [ames his tire, in their' grievances , deli- *be Rear | 


er in the 


. vered unto his Majeliy Pag. 11, 13. 14. do ſay that the Engliſh 7 © h: 
18 


Tranſlation of the Bible cakes away from the Text, and adds tc 
the Texc, to the changing and obſcuring the very ſence Rag oo 
ning of the Holy Ghoſt, Ouclate great Livguiſt M, Broughtos Deate.cou- 
in his Advertiſements of Corruptions , affirms to the then - Bi- ching ob- 
ſhops of England, T hat their publick, Tranſlation of Scripture into J-ions 
Exgliſh i ſuch, as that 22 perverts the Text of the Old Teſtament made a- 
in $48 places, and that it cauſeth million of millions to rejett the | pen 
New Teſtament, and to run into Eternal Flames, And Dr, Daniel! < p F : 
Feately wn his Treatiſe Enticuled The Dippers Dippe 4, bath theſe fs touch- 
words pag. 1, No Tranſlation ts ſimply Authentical, or the:undonb- ing the 
tedword of God. In the nadenbted word of God there can be no error Ragiiſh: - 
but in Tranſlations there are aud may be errors, The Bible Tram mr oa 
flated therefore is wot the undoubted word of God but ſo faronly as it hs He- 
agreeth with the Original, (+ ) I pay conſider how you will an- brew and 
ſwer when thas prefled , .andhow you will be able to ſarisfie me Greek Co. 
with certainty, that what you would have me rely upon and ſub- picswhich 
mit unto 1s the urdoubted word of God pure and uncorropred; 6. _— 
And by what Rule ſhall I with certainry ſarisfie my ſelf whar ama wh 
books thofe are which are the Word of. God}, for if that benor Sze Foln. 
_ I ſee not burtthatiic is as poſſible for me to. hive other Goodwns 
, ks impoſed upon me, then whar-I have yer heard of or at 1s Trea- 
ealt ſeen ;- as partofthis Word of God aswell as: former Chri- eſe upon 
ſtiavs, ſome Ages after the Apoſtles times had the Epiſile co the A __ - 
— thoſe of St, James, St. Iude, the latter of Sr, Peter, the of mig 
cond and third of Sr. John, with che Apocatips, or Revelation *'"* afſer- 
theſe things ate fit to be clearly known , and that wich certainty ug?, PRs 
tOO, 19 &c, 
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"100 before a man ſubmic mſohigh a meaſure as you require, * 
The (ixt Reaſon which I mer with was ; whatſoever is a ſole 
ſufficient Rule muſt be plato, and clear, in all neceflary points (ag 
lea(t) which relates unco Faich, or the means by which Salvati- 
on is to be had which che Scripture is nor g, and above all things 
ic muſt not contradict it ſeif, which che Scriptures ſeem to do; te 
prove theſe I ſhall give ſome few Inſtances , which I thipk can 
never be infringed, that they are not plain and clear as 1s before- 
{a1d, contider, | 
'1, All Chriſtians generally (except ſome few) do agree thar 
the'Sacraments of che Goſpel are neceſlary in orderto (alyation, 
now as to theſe, the Scriptures are ſo far from being clean, thac 
they do not ſo much as determine what a Sacrament is, how ma- 
ny Chriſt ordained, or whether there be any Sacraments or nor. 
2, Itis neceflary to Salvation ro beleive all the Books of the 
Holy Scriptures to be the wordof Gol, and co beleive nothing 
written, tob2 the Word of God , whichis Apocryphall. Bur by 


_ the Scriptures it. cannot be made our plainly and clearly which 


Books are the Word of God, and which are Apocriphall. | 
3, Iris neceſſary to beleive the Scriptures to be the Word of 


God ; but-there '1s no Texc or Texts of _ prove m_ 


the Scriptures whichwe have ,are Gods word, . 
4. Iris neceſſary to know that the Scriptures are not corrnp- 
red, for if they are cortupted, they ceaſe to bethe word of God, 


and then they. cannot be any Rule or ſure guide unto us , Butof 


*this we can have na aſlurancein Scripture. 


-. Itas necef{ary inorder tothe knowing the erue-mind, mea- 
©. Dibg and will of God , and what he imrended by ſuch a Text, 
that we know when a Text is to be underſtood liberally, when fi- 


guratively, when miſtically-; bur this cannor be underſtood from 
ſole Scriprure,-as dayly-experience informs us, ah 60 


. _ 6, Its neceſſary roknow, thatthe very Coptes and Tranſla- 
tions of the Scriptures-which we have, & npon which we ground 


our ſelves, are certainly true ; for if they are not, we build upon 
uncertainties; and conſequently have no ſure foundation for onr 


Faich ; yet. we cannot be affured, nor haveTomuch as any infor- / 


mation as to this perticular fromthe Scriprures, ! 7 -:' 


7. It is neceſſary that the many manifeſtcontroverlies about the- 
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crae ſenze of Scriptnre ſhould be decided, becauſe where two- 
contrary fenzes are impoſed, or urged , and borh affirmed tobe 
the meaning of Gad, anJ his Revelation , on$only can be cue, 
and hz who refuſeth to beleive that which is crue, ſhall be dam- 
ned ; yet theſe controverſies cannot be decyded by Scripture. 
8. It isneceſſary to know what is purely and abſofutely neceſ- 
ſary toſalvation to be beleived, and what nor, that is as you ſay 
what is fanJdamental and what not fundamental , and co be 10- 
formed ofthis plainly, leſt we err and thereby be damned, bur in + 
chis the Scripture isfilent, 

g. It is neceflary to beleive that God the Father is not begotten? + 
that God the Son is not made, but begotten, by bu Father only , That 
God the Holy Ghoſt ts neither made nor begotten , but dnth proceed, 
and that from the Father and the Sen, That Chriſt is of one ſ#b- 
ftance with the Father, and that theſe three are One , and that Ove, 
Three -1 refer to conſideration whether all cheſe points bs plain- 
ly andclearely tobe found in Scripture ,if they were ic had been 


© almoſt impoſſible, for fo many diviſions ro have hapned abour 


them , as have done among perſons on allfides, admitting the 
Scriptures to be the word of God, 

10, Iris neceſſary (the Church of Exgland faith) that Infants 
ſhould be Bapriſed, chat women ſhould receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Euchariſt, that Chrrftians ſhould obſerve the Lords 
day, yet none of theſe points are clearly or perticularly-proved by 
Scripture, | . 

11, Itisa Sin, anJ (as the Generalicy of Chriſtians agree) an 
Hereſy to Re-baptiſe any ene who hath been Baptiſed by an He- 
retick where doth the Scriprute ſay ſo > STEELS 


That there are in the Scriptures ſeveral places which ſeem Con- 
, traditions, and conſequently ſome part of the Scriprures ſeem. 
untrue , 1s eaſily proved; and I ſhall here give you ſome few 
pow | mmeo_nN example , to which many more might be 
added. | 


7. Iothe 2. Kings C. 9. y. 26, You read thus, T, wo and twen- 


ty years old was Ahizia when he began to reigne , and he reigned one 
JearnTeraſalem, aud his mothers name was Arhaliah the _ 


k / 


| ) 
of Omri, Butin 2 Chron, c. 22. gt You will read chns, Forty, 
and two yearsold was Alhazia when he began to reign, and he reigned 
one year in Teruſalem, his mothers name was Athaliah the daughter. 
of O nri. Now againſt the infatiibilicy of Scripture, Reaſon con- 
vincerth her ſelf to have this infallible demonfiration , vzz., No 
one who ſpeaketh two.things, the one contrary to the other, can 
be ſaid ro be infallible in ſpeaking;bur ro affirm of the ſame perſon 
that be begaw to reign when he was two and twenty years old , and 
.that he was two and forty years old when he began to reigne ; is to 
ſpeak two things the one contrary to the other , cherefore ſaith 
Reaſon the Scripture is not infallible 1n ſpeaking, | | 
2. In St, Matthews Goſpel , Chap. I. v, 17. youread thus, 
All the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generati- 
015, and fram David tilt the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen 
generations, and from the carrying away into Babylon uuto Chrift 
' are fourteen generations; Nowit you pleaſe to conſider thae three 
fourteens mult make forty and ewo, and then pleaſe coreckon up 
all the perſons named , you ſhall find them demonſtrably to be 
bur one and forty and no more , which is but ewo fourreens and 
one thirteen, Now Reaſon asketh whether this can be infallibly 
rue, {Ho E 
3. In St, Lukes Goſpel Ch. 3. v. 35. 36. you ſhall read thus, 
Salah, which was the ſon of Cainan which (Caiman) was the ſou of 
Arphaxad,& if you read Ge.c.11.13.you ſhall nor find thatC ama 
wo$theSon of Arphaxad asSt. Luke ſaith but that Arphaxad lived 
five and thirty years & begat Salah, Now according roSr. Luke this 
Salah was thz ſon of C ainaz not of Arphaxad.'If it be anſwered 
that Salah was Arphaxads ſon , becauſe Arphaxad was his 
Grandfather : I pray obſervethat Arphaxadis ſaid co have begot- 
ten him, and that when he was five and thirty years old, © Andit 
you remark that Chapter in Geneſis ,no one is ſaid to have had a 
{on before he was thirty years old:Bur the greateſt difficulty will 
bz here, Itis ſaid Arphaxad lived five and thirty years and begat 
Cainan. Ifthen Arphaxad was Granfather to Salah, becauſe he 
begat C a1n47,"hen he was five & thirty years old, (in which year 
of his age he begat Salahchen Salab his Grandchild , 'avd Cginen 
his ſonmuſt be Lock born in the: ſame year, which ſaich Reaſon.is 
impoſſible, Now if Scripture can determine all — I 
| | ope 


25 b p wa.) 
hops you will ſhew me how to ſolve theſe difficulties by the 
Scripture which how to do I profeſs moſt ſeriouſly I do not un- |, 
deriiand, | | / 
The ſeventh Reaſon which I ſound againſt chis Opinion of — 
ſole Scripture was, that if the Scriptures had been appoipred by 
God for this end of being our ſole Rule, Guideand Judge, in all 
our doubts, and the ſole means to bring faith unto our ſouls, 
chey would have been ſo in the Apofiles times (at leaſt) afrer all 
rhebooks of the New Teitament were written ; bur/ that they 
were ſo we do not find, for then the Authoticy of the Apoliles 
mult have ceaſed ſo ſoon as they had made an end of Writing , 
: which I beleive no one will ſay , much leſs prove : And then 
even in the times of the Apoſtles , if a controverfie had ariſen 
rouchivg the rue ſence of any Text, no addreſs ſhould 
have been co the Apofiles to dectde rhe doubc ; but ro the book 
which every one muſt have judged , though in oppoſition to the 
then preſent interpretationof the Apoliles , if they had chen ta- 
ken vpon them to explain their own writings, which to ſay, I 
think, will appear ſufficiently abſurd co all men, Nay if the . 
Scriptures had been inrended for rkis , it muſt have followed in 
all probabilicy, that our Lord Chrilt would have left his own law 
and doctrines 1nwriting under his own hand which he hath nec 
done - at leaſt he would have obleiged all his Apoſtles to write , 
which he did not that we know of. It ſhould alſo follow, that ro 
write had been the chief part of the Apoliles Miniſtry, conſe- 
quently that moſt part of che Apoliles neglected co perform the 
chiefe(i part of their Miniftry, & were negligent rodo that which 
above all things was their duty, will any of you preſume to afhrm 
this ? yer if you ſpeak conſequently , it will be hard ro avoid ir, - 
The laſt Reaſon which I ſhall recount unto you is this , that 
to-make the Scripture this ſole Rule and Judge, is ineffe not 
ro make the Scripture ſo . bunt ro make every individual man and 
woman, who take upon them to rgad and underſtand the Scrip- 
tures, ſuch a Rule and Jndge unto themſelves ; for what difie- 
rence 1s there between judgivg by my own Reaſon and judging 
by a Law to be Interpreted by my own Reaſon: This1s ro 
make the Scripture not Gods Word , bur the wotd of every p:1- 
vate man, Hence I concluded , that if Chriſt be God , as cer- 
tainly 
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cainly and infallibly he is, and ifhe truly loved thoſe ſonles for 
which he dyed, he hath certainly provided for thera ſome more. 
aſſured means by which co know che true Faith , without which 
he will not ſave them, thenby leaving them to the Scriptures to 
be interpreted by each on? as he thinks beſt ; for what Law ma- 
ker was there ever found ſo ridiculous, as to gather a people into 
a body, and give them a Law book in writing co govern them, 
and tobe their only judge in all their differences, without ap- 
pointing, nay expreſly prohibeting, that there ſhould be any li- 
ving judge or Judges, or any Court to expormnd this Law, and to 
have the Executive Authority and jurisdiction , from ,whence 
there ſhould be no appeal ? 

Having confidered after this manner what could be ſaid , for 
the private Spirit, Reaſon, and che ſole ſufficiency of Scripture, I 
was in the laſt place to ſee what conld be ſaid on the behalf of 
the Catholick Church, reſolving from theſe premiſes, that it here 
I could nor find a ſatis?ation in point of certainty , and aninfal- 
lible aſſurance , I was not co expe ir, (as far as I yer nnder- 
flood) from the Principles of Chriftianity , and conſequently 
mnſt conclude, that Religion, and Faith , .were nomore then 
Fancy and Opinion, 

I thovght it not unreaſonable, and other perſons would 
doubtleſs have choughe the Argument Rrong enough, if 1 had 
ſought no further, but concluded , the Private ſpicit is not, Rea- 
ſon 1s not, the Scriptures are nor this Rule and Judge; therefore 
the Church is. Bur I reſolved to examine farther , and having a- 
oreed the point rhat ſuch a Rule and Judge there muſt atwaies 
be of neceſſity , and therefore there hath alwaies been, and ever 
ſhall be\nch a One, unleſs we (hall (ay (which I hope none will ) 


| thar God is defeRive in neceſlaries, I found firſt, forthe firſt 


2000 years, before any Scriptures were written , the Church of 
God was this Rule and Judge : Was not Circumcthon and other 
Rights brought in by Abraham , and practiſed by the Church 
then without any Scripture to try them by > what would you 
have ſaid if you had then lived> would you have diſobeyed the 


then Church, and rejected thoſe Ordinances becauſe there were 


then no Scriptures ro warrant them > 
Secondly the Church of the Jews was ſo to the Jews afcer chat 
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the Seripture was wricten ; and this by the expreſs dire&ion of ' 


Scriptare Deut. 17.8. Thou ſhal come to the Prieſts, the Levites, 
ard nnto the Indge, that ſhall be in thoſe daies, and enquire, and 
they ſhall ſhew thee the ſentence of Indgement , &'c. And according 
to the judgement which they ſhall tell thee, you ſhall do , Thoufhalt 
ot decline from the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee , tothe right 
hand, nor to the left hand; And the man that will do preſmnoptuotſly, 
and will not hearken unto the Prieſt or unto the Tudge, even that man 
(ball dye. Therfore ourBlefſed Lord,whilitcheJewiſh Church was 
yer in being, gave direRions, Mar. 23.2.3.The Scribes and Phari-' 
ſees ſit in Moſes Chair; all therfore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, 
that obſerve and do, Would God direct them unro,8& puniſh with 
Death for not obeying an Authority which might deceive them , 
would ourLord command the doing of whatſoever ſhould be done 
by an Authoricy when thacAuthoricy was capable of miſtaking ? 
From hence I concluded, rhat ic was poſſible for the Church of 
God tobe ſuch a Rule and Judge, and co be che means appointed 
by God, to give infallible inſtcuRions inthe Truth, Now as con- 
cerning the Church inche new Law under Chiiſt, I found, 
Thicdly, thar God had promiſed ſuch a Church , ſuch an An- 
thority by the mouthes of his Prophets, Iſa, 2.%. 2.3, &Cc. It 
ſhall come to paſs in the laſt dayes (ſo the Apoſiles called the time 
of the New Law). That the Mountain of the Lords houſe ſhall be 
Eſtabliſhed tn the top of the mountains , (beholdits. vihibilicy) Al 
Natiexs ſhall ſixw unto-it, (ſee its Univerſality and extent) and ſay 
come ye and let us goe up tothe mountain of the Lord , tothe houſe of 
the Godof Jacob; And He(that is God)will teach us bis waies, (in 
this his honſe or Church) for out of Sox ſhall go forth the Law , 
(as by the Apoſtles on Whitſunday ) and the Word of God from 
Teruſalem (where the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel-begun)} And 
he ſhall judge amongſt the Nations, Not perſonally for Chrilt 
went not of /ewry, bur) by his Churches Tribunal, erected a- 
mongl all Nations ſo conſpicuouſly, that they may all flow to ir, 
Will any one ſay this judgement, which is Gods judgement, can 
be fallible.> Or char iv-rhis Tribunal ;. he thar teacheth canierch 
us Errors > Iſa. 35, 8, where God promiſeth to eſtabliſh a way 
of holinets {o direct unt? vs, that Fooles ſhould not exre therein Iſa, 
54+ 3-13, 17, Thy ſeed ſhall inherit the Gentiles, thy children ſhall 
be taught of the Lord, and every tongue _ ſhall riſe ag ainft thee 
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in Indgement, thou ſhalt eondemne, Iſa, 56, 21, As for me thi is 
' wy Covenant with them ſaith the Lord my ſpirit (infallible) that is 
pon thee and my words (infallible alſo) which I have put 1n thy 
mouth (the mouth by which the Church ceacherh and judgeth) 
ſhall not depart out of thy m1nth, mv out of the month of thy Seeds 
ſeed, ſaith the Lord from henceforth and for ever. Behold here the 
]pitic of Truth, intaiſed vpon the Church topreſerve it from Er- 
ror, Iſa, 6c. 10.12 &c, The ſons of ſtrangers (hall build up thy 
walls, their Kings ſhall miniſter unto thee , thy Gates ſhall be open 
contizually, they ſhall not be ſhut day nor night , that men may briug 

#xto thee the forcesof the Gentiles, and that their Kings may be 
brought , For the Nation and K ingdome which will not ſerve thee, 
(by (ubmitring to th 1 dodtrine) ſhall periſh, Twill make the place 
of my feet glorious, they ſhall call thee the City of the Lord, Twill 
make thee an eternal Excellency , thy ſun ſhall no more go down , noy 
fhall thy moon withdraw it ſelf , but the Lord ſhall be unto thee an 
everlaſting Light, Ifrhoſe ſhall pzriſh who refuſe to ſubmir ro 
this Authotity, to whom God isan everlaſting Light , and whom 
he makes aneveclaſting Excellency, we need not fear that it can 
deceive us, or that it can ever ſo be Eclipſed-, as to be ar any 
time invifible, Many more promiſes might be colleCted ont of 
the Old Teſtament, but I come to ſhew. Py 

Fourthly, that Chriſt by his own mouth, and by the moutheg 
of his Ap»ſiles hath promiſed to vs likewiſe ſuch a Church, Mar. 

16, 19, Hpon this Reck I will bmild my Charch , (which he had 
foretold by his Prophets ſhonld be of ſo vaſtextent)) Axdthe 
Gates of Hell fhall yet prevail again$t it , Mat, 18, 17, He that 
will not hear the Church , let him be anto thee 444 Heathen or a 
Pablican,bur if Chriſt by his ſpirit doth nor preſerve this Church 
from all poſſibility ofreaching me error infiead of atruth , I may 
from this Church which Chriſt obligeth'me ro hear , and unts 
which obligeth meto ſubmit , receive ſach errors as may damn 
me, Mar. 28, 20. And Loe T am with you alwaies even unto the 
end of the World. this muſt be'meanr of the viſible Church which 
was fo be in every Age, for the Apofiles were not to live and 't6 
Baptiſeand reach alway unto rhe end of rhe world, And there- 
fore if the ſame affiſtance and preſence of Chriſt was promiſed to 
che Church after the Apoſtles , I think we ſhall not doubt = 

| that 
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that it isthe ſame that is infallible; But that ic may clearely zp+ 
pear that the Atfifiance promiſed by Chriſt ro his - Church exten- 
ged ro an infallible ſecurity fromall errors, confider Jobs 14, 16. 
I will pray the Father and he ſhall grve you another Conyforter that 
he may abide with you for ever, even the ſpirit of Truth, whom the 
world cannot receive , and v. 26, The Comforter which #« the Holy 
Ghoſt , whons the Father will ſend in my Name , he ſhall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembraxce , nbatſorver 
ſhall ſay unto you, and ch.16.12, [ have many things yet to ſay unto 
70u , but you cannot hear them now, hawbeit whexthe Spirit of Truth 
% come; he will guide you into all truth, But all Truth excluceth aft 
Errors , and this for ever which was longer then che Apoflles 
were to live: If we therefore enquire, by what means this teach - 
ing ſhall be , by whom rhe people ſhall be ravghr all Truchs > and 
how preſerved from all errors ? St. Pax will tell us , Eph. 4. It. 
He gave ſome Apoſtles (ſucceeding in full Apoffolical Authort- 
ty) ſome Prophets (expounders of the Prophets) ſome Evange- 
lifts (Preachers ofthe Goſpel) ſome Paſtors and Teachers , to 
what end > For the perfelting of the Saints, for the work of the 
Mimſtry , for the edifying of the body of Chrift. For what time > 
Till we all come inthe Umonof the faith, But will theſe ſecrr2 us > 
the next vetſe will rell you, That we henceforth be no more childrey, 
toſſed to and fro, and carryed abt with every windof Doftrine by 
the ſlerght of men, and cunmnug craftinefs , whereby they lhe in watte 
to decerve, Gods intent then was , to provide ſuch means for 


. mankinde, as might ſecure them intheir beleiſ in every Age, thar 


they might not be deceived by the cunning craft offalſeTeachers, 
ſuch as now think themſelves able by prerending inward Lights, 
Private Spirits, and evidence of Scripture , by themſelves Inter- 
preted, ro teach us a doctrine contrary to all thaſe , who for al-. 
molt fitreen Apts before theth have-been (and none cthers, tea- 
ching a contrary: Faich cat be named, who have been) the Apo- 
ſiles, Prophers;Evangelifls, Paſtours; and Teachers, in the Viſi- 
ble Church of ChciR, Inthe laſt place I ſhall urge that Texr of 
St, Paul to Timethy, 1'Tim.'3. 15, TheChnrchof the Living God, 
the Pillar and grixnd of Truth. And may we not'ſecurely rely up- 
on that Pillar, which God bath erected for us >: and found our 
Faith upon thar Groxnd of truth , which the God of all cruth hath 
given us for that end ? To 


- 
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Toelude their plain and evident Texts , T know you are wont 
co ſay , inthe firſt place , char they may have other knerprecaci- 
ons, and therefore this is nor che crutch, Bur will nor the ſame 
reaſon hold ,thz Apoſtles cice4 many Texts of Scnpcures , and 
mcerprered them ſoas to prove Chriſt the Meflias, and his Do- 
&rines to berrue, whereas thoſe Texts might have had orher in- 
rerprerations ; therefore rhe Interpreration pur on them by the 
Apoflles were not true ? Who ſees not the weakneſs of this Ar- 
wyment. Can.you ſhew with any aflarance ,that theſe Texcs are 
not capable of rheſe interprerarions >: If not , - then according to 
your dwn principles theſe interpretations may be trie, for you 
who ſay the contrary are nor infallible, bur may be miltaken, 
Another anſwer which you uſero give is, that you are willing 
to agree, that ſo long as the Church of Chriſt reachetn confor- 
mable co'Scriprute, ſhe 1s infallible , and ſo long as ſhe doth her 
Dury ſhe may and ought co be beletved. Bur this 1s as weak as 
the former ; for who ſees nor, that ic gives the Church no more 
—_P:iviledge , nor allowes ic to have any more benefit from theſe 
promiſes then the Divel hath> for ſolong as he teacherh 
conformable to Scripture. he may be beleived, A ſtraw may be 
a Pillac until it bends, and Qvick-ſands ſure ground until chey 
yield, Whar aſſurance can we have charthe Holy Apoſtles did 
theic duty in writing what the Holy Ghoft did diftare unco them> 
For if they did not, their writings are,not to be beleived; conſe- 
quently we are not, nor can we be infallibly ſecore ; that che 
Scriptures which we have were dictated by , and are by Inſpicati- 
on from God: If you can anſwer this , ſo asto be ſecure thar the 
Apolles did their duty , the ſame will be our anſwer , that the 
| —_ Vidble Catholick Church of Chritt at all cimes doth her 
uty., , 
The fifr Argument is; thar the Church of God was this Rule 
and Fudge, this -only means toconvey Faich , and this infallible 
Guide and Auchoriry whenour Bleſled Saviour was alive, and be- 
tore che New Teſtament was writcen, and alſo in th: Apoilles 
rimes both before and after the whole New Teſtament was 
written, If not I obliege you ro ſhew ſome evidenc Text which 
proves certainly, that afrer rhe New Teſtament was written, the 
Church in the Apoſtles time was deprived of this priveledge _ 
: | Autnho- 
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Authority, and that it had been no finne, then co oppaſe, or not 
ſubmir to the gnidance, direion, government, and authority of 
che Apoſtles Burt if notwithſtanding this you ſhall (withour gi- 
ving any other Reaſon) inliftthat the Apoſiles were this. infalli- 
ble Rule and Judge , in their times only , until the Canon of 
Scriptures was finiſhed , and then loſt their Authority when they 
had compleaced the Canon, Ipray conſider what will be the 
conſequence inca{eir:(tands proved chat the Canon of Scripture 
which they finithed, ts now uncompleared by the loſs of thoſe E- 
pifiles and parcels of the Apoltles writings waich [ have proved 
to be loſt ? Will ir not follow, that for the ſame Reaſon that an 
infallible living rule and Judge was neceſſary before the*Canon 
was complear, the ſame 1: now neceſſary ſome part of the Canon 
being loft > And what will rhe conſequence be it ir Rand proved 
alſo thar ſuppoſing the Canon were compleat , yet it is not ſuffi. 
cient to decide the controverſies now a foot amonlt Chriſtians in 
matters of Faith> Will ic not follow that then ir is. neceſlary ro 
have ſach a Rule and Judge as is before mentioned ? The late 
Learned Dr, Feyze a great Champion for ſole Scriprure , confel- 
ſerch Sexr. 27, That Indeed ſach a Indge or empire i C hriſtendems 
would (if tobe had) be aready means to compoſe dh differences and 
ro reſtore trath and peace, But ſhall werhink chat our bleſled Re- 
deemer when he firſt fonnded his Holy Church did not ſee this 
as clearly as Dr, Ferxe > certainly he did , and for thisreaſor» he 
appointed the Holy Apoſtles and heir Succefſors to be this Judge 
and Umpire, and if you defire or expect toſee anend of thoſe dif- 
ferences wherein ye are now involved , by relying on your own 
private Interpretations of the Sctiptures, you mult addreſs your 
ſelves to this Judge and be content to Rand the determination of 
chzir Umpire which is infallible ; I ſay infallible , for as the Apor 
les though as men were ſubje& co error in their own-private af- 
fairs, and aQtings, and as ſuch mighr one withſtand che other and 
reprove the other , yet were they by rhe afliftance of Gods Holy 
ſpirit in defininz-and delivering matters of Faith ; ſo the Pre- 
lates ofthe Holy Catholick Church chough as men they were fal- 
Ile in their own private aQivgs end affairs, yerwhen aſſembled 
 iInaGeneral Council with cheir Sypcream Paſtor , chey are till 


made infallibte in defining matters of Faich by the afiſtance of 
| | mz 
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'the ſame Holy Ghoſtywho = as wellpromyſed to them as to 
rhe Apoiiles, 

The laſt reaſon is .that none ofthe difficulties chat were pro- 
poſed to prove the Scriptures nor to be che Rule, and Judge be- 
fore mentioned,are capable of being objected againſt cheChurcch, 
For firſt, this Judge and Rule is capable of anſwering the end for 
which it is appointed and propoſed, all who ſubmit unco the 
. Charchagreeing in matters of Faith : Secondly , it is not capa- 

ble of being miſunderſtood or milinterpreted by the various Rea- 
ſons Judgements and IntereRs of men; bur is alwaies in. being , 
and capable upon demand to explain and declare ics own ſence, 
and intention vpon any difference ariſing, Thirdly , it is capable 
of being underſtood by AH, Fourrhly, ic is capable of being cec- 
eainly known by all, Fifrhly , it 1s Capable of decermining whac 
plaineſs and clearneſs in every Article of Faith;, and hath alwaies 
appeared todoſoto the condemation and confuſion of all ogpo- 
ſers, Sixthly, this was the ſaid Rule and Judge in Chrilis crime, 
and in thetimes of the Apoliles. Lally , this doth nor ſer up e- 
very individual man and woman to be a Judge and Rule unto 
rhemſelves, bur preferves the uniry ofthe ſpiric in .the- Bond of 
Peace ; by teaching all underftandingsro become Caprives torthis 
Rule and Judge appointed by God , for cheir guidance and di- 
rection, 

Bat I know there will be yet an Obje&ion made by you of the 
ſeperation , whether theſe Texts: which ſpeak ſo amply of the 
Church , are to be underſtnad of the Church Militant and viſible 
inthis World ? or ef the Chutch Triumphant ? For certainly did 

you apprehend chat God had aChurchin this world, chat is , a vi- 
ble body poliriquedittin& from that inviſfible Chacch which is 
Chriſts Mittical body Triumphant , you would nor (as I in Cha- 
rity beleive) divide your ſelves into ſo many Congregations , in- 
dependent of each other or' any other body or Government 
whatſoever inrelation to Religion, Now to ſatisfy you in this 1 
ſhall defire you ro conſider , Acts the 20, 28. Where the Text 
ſpzaks of a Church governed by High-Paſtors which canonly 
be meant of the Vikble Church, and char of the whole Flock , or 
_ Church which Chrift redeemed with. his bland, which cannot be 
meant of apy perticular Congregarional Chuich 1 Cor, 10. 32. 
TM Give 


Give nowe offence, neither to A: 4 yor to the Gentiles , nor to the 
Charch of God even as I pleaſe all men in all things, where he 
ſpeaks clearly of the ſole and entice vifible Church , x Cor. 12. 
28. where mention is made of the Governours and Pitelts 
which are extended throvghour the whole vitible Ch::rch only. 
God hath ſet ſome inthe Church, firſt Apoſtles , ſecondly Prophets, 
&c. and Epheſ. 4.11, before cited, Col. I. 24. 25. Where 
Church is taken for the Milicant only, for St, Paul was not made 
a Miniſter of che Church Tiiumphant, 1 Tim, 2.15. before ciced, 
mult Ggnife the ſole and whole vifible Church . tor no perticu- 
lac Church can be (tiled The pillar and ground of truth, (ince they 
may fall , and often have fallen from tcuch, /am. 5. 14. Where 
he ſpeaks in general to all beleiving Chrittians , and of a Church 
uſing vifible Ceremonies, and Prie(ts or Elders , which is not the 
Church Triumphant, at. 16. 18, where the Church of Chriſt 
isto be built upon Petey , and therefore muſt be meant of the 
vifble Church Militant ; for it is buile, whillt Militant and trans- 
ferred when itis Triumphanr, Nor can this be any other then a 
vilible Church founded upon a viſible Rock or Foundation: for 
char Rock there. ſpoken of is not Chtilt , bur Sr, Peter, as the 
words clearly 6gnitie, for our Saviour ſaies, upon this Rock I will 
| build my Church, immediutly after he had named St. Peter, 
where as if he had mean: himſelf, or St Peters confeſſion of his 
being the Son of the ever living God. chis being the remote or: 
mediate antecedent , he ſhould have ſaid according ro Grammer 
and crue confirudtion and upon that Rock, Brfides he ſaies, / will 
build my Charch, whereas if by Rock he had intended himſelf, or 
St, Peters aforeſaid con'efſion, he would have ſaid , por ths 
Rock I have built or T do build my Charch , not I'will bmild: For 
when our Lord ſpoke theſe words , his Church was then acin- 
ally buile upon him, and upon his being the Son of the Living 
God, He ſpoke then therefore of what he intended todo and of 
what was to be after his ReſurreRion and Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, and promiſeth here rhat for rhoſe future times his viiible 
Church ſhould be builr vpon St. Perer, Laftly , rhac I may ſpeak 
m2 as to the word only, bur alſo as tothe thing ir ſelf, viz, The 
Divine conlticution of the Catholick vifible Church , by the Or- 
dinance of our deareſt Sayiour, Conſider , 1 Cor, 12. Where it is 
E ar 
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at large deſcribed by the Holy — to be Ore body with diffe- 


rent parts fitly diſpoſed, ordered and connected togerher in one 
and thz ſame body, Whereof Oze, he ſaith is the Head, and that 


muſt be as viſible as the reſt of the body, (for a vifible body 


wichouta vitible head would be a'Moniter) and ſuch a vitble 
Head as fiands in need of the foor, which Chriſt cannot do being 
God, and ſo wanting nothing, And this the Apoille applies to 
the Apoliolical Church inhis time, and che ſame is alſo deſcri- 
bed again. Epheſ, 4. from v, 4, tothe 17, Bur 1 ſuppoſe you will 
be asking ? Is not then Chritt the Head of his Church , can the 
Church have another Head beſides Chritt ? I anſwer Chrilt is 
the Head of his Church, and yer the Church of Chriit by his ap- 
pointment may have in its external Government another Head, 
that is an exteinal Head , by the appointment of Chriſt, I ſay 
Chriltis the only abſolute independent Head , bnt he may ap- 
point a dependent Head derived from him, Chriſt is the ſole 
Head that -Governs all both Paſtors and People , and the cheif 
Paſtor alſo. Thus God is the King of the World; may nor he 
therefore have other Kings Reigning under him ? Now how op- 
polite and contrary your Congregational Churches , and all 
Churches divided from therrve Vitble Church are to this con- 
ftitutton , is eaſy for you to ſee, What are thoſe Congregational 
Churches bur a confuſed Rabble of Itching Ears, heaping vp 
Teachers to themſelves , without any either fingle Perſon, or 
Aflembly of them endowed with power to govern or direct all of 
their Congregations diſperſed in divers Provinces and Countries, 
but every one ſtands upon its own botrome , and hath no depen- 
dance of the reſt, as do the Common-Wealths of YVexice , Gene- 
va, Holand, &c, fo that they have no vibble unity among(t 
them , either of coordination or ſubordination , bur are polttick 
bodies, wholly ſeperate and dis;oyned the one from the other, 
Can yourhink this the contitutton of Chriſts viſible Church on 
earth? Is this One Body ? Is this a compaRtion and conjundion 
by joynts and Nerves, mentioned by the Apoſiles > The firſt and 
Original Chritian Church in our Saviour time was ſuch an un1- 
ted body, as Sr, Pau! mentions , having then our Saviour for its 


viſible Head, and his Diſciples for its Members , all united toge- 


the: in 02 vifible Communion; and was not.this Original 
Church 


(35), 

Church the Model and Platform Naid by our Savionr to be imita- 
red and followed in its manner of Government by all ſucceeding 
Ages > The Apoſtolical Church next to that of our Saviours time, 
was like unto it, where St, Peter was the chief Paſtor , and the A- 
poliles under him,over the whole Church diſperſed both among(i 
Jews and.Gentiles, as appears A#s 15. and who had power to 
change this Original and Apoſtolical manner of union and Go- 
veryment inafter Ages into a quite oppoſite digeſtion , and to 

bring in a perfet Anatchie > 
I hope from the grounds here laid, it will appear as clear to 
you as I profeſs it did tome , that the viible Church of God on 
Earth which in the Creed is called the Holy Catholick Church, 
was and is that Rule and Judge, that means appointed by God , 
for the conveying of the Chriſtian Faith ro the World, and to. 
whom all on pain of Damnation, were and are by Gods Ordi- 
nance to ſubmir, as to the Authority appointed by God to reach 
chem what they oughtto beleive inorder to the attaining of Sal- 
vation , and that withour diſputing any more then they would 
have diſputed the decrees and dire&ions of the Holy Apoitles , 
were they now living upon Earth, conſequently that this Autho- 
rity was infallible, | | 
It will onely remain that we confider which among all 
thoſe congregations now on Earth, which pretend chemſelves ro 
be this Church of Chrit is really and truly this Holy Church and 
Spouſe of Chritt, For having once found her , and knowing that 
ſhe is ſo affiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, that ſhe cannot teach us an 
Error. inftead of a Truth, we ſhall no more diſpute the verity of 
her DoQtines , then we ſhould have queſtioned the Articles of 
Faichravghr by the Holy Apoliles, or the words of Chritt him- 
ſelf > Wherefore if this Chvrch this infallible Guide ſhall reach 
us,thar Infants are tobe Baptiſed , rhar it is as lawful ro defire 
the Saints departed topray for us, as rodefire the Prayersot thoſe 
who are living on our behalis, That the body of Chrift our Sa- 
viour 1s really and truly preſent in the Sacrament of the Altar (or 
the Lords Supper ) or any the like Article of Faich , we ſhall no 
more doubt of it then, the farſt Chtittians did diſpute the verity 
of what the Apofiles tavghe them ; when they informed _ 
E 2 that 
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that they were to beleive FR. Chriſt whom they had ſeen as 
man was true and very God, that a Virginflill remaining a Vir- 
gin, might by the power oi rhe Holy Gholtbring forth a child. 
That the body of Cariſt ſ6:;ucuallized might pais through a Dore, 
che Dore being ſhur : Thar three couſd be One , and One three. 
For who ſhall dare :o queſtion what God ſhall cell him to be 
true. And ift5od now ſpeaksby the month of his preſentCh rch as 
he did by the mouta of his Church in thetimes of the Apollles , 
who ſhall doubt che truth of thoſe words, which proceeded from 
his mouth> | 
Wherefore as tothis laſt queſtion , which is now this preſent 
Church of Chit, which is our infallible Guide and Judge ap- 
pointed by God for onr direRion, and ro whom w: are to ſubmit, 
as aforeſaid, I ſhall in brie! give you that anſwer , which I pro- 
feſs gave me afull ard clear fatis:aRion; and it is ſhortly this, 
The ProreRant Churci: of Ezgland and ll other Churches diffe- 
rent fromthe Roman, d>zucge and declare and profeſs them- 
ſelves to be tallible , even accordin2 to the infallible word of 
God, Ifthen the ſaid Proteſtant Church of Exglazd or any other 
Churches different from the Roman be infallible in all that they 
judge, and in that they declare and profeſs to be true according 
tothe word of God ; they doubtleſs are then infallible, and ſp2ak 
chen the infallible rruch , when they judge, declare and profeſs 
rhat even according to the Word of God, they are faſlible, 
Therefore infallibly they are fallible, Hence again ir being chus 
proved that no Church different from chat Roman is infallible : 
And it b:ing before pr:4i1 thi God hith appointed ſome: 
Church upon earth tobe or infallible Jnds , ic demonſrat:vely 
followeth that the Roman Church mutt needs be this infallible 
Fadge, b?cauſe no church differenr from ic (that is non? but the 
Roman Church ) can be rhis infailible Church, Bur I pray you 
do not miſtake this Argument, as ſome have pleaſed to 1o , who 
think the force of ic to lye thus, viz, The Romain Church clat- 
meth infallibiliry , therefore (he is infallible, This is nocting hike 
the Argument which I puc , the force of which lies thus, That 
the Chncch truly appointed by God for this infallible Jndge of 
controverſies cannor poſſibly be any of thoſe Churches , whicn 
r2ach themſelves not cobe this infallible Judge , becauſe they 
teach themſelves to be Fallible : if then they be infallible inthe 
| | doctrine 
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coarine they teach, PK, infallible when they teach thems 
ſelves tobe iallible, Therefo:e iofallibly they ate fallible, Now 
che Chu:ch which is truly appointed by God ro be this infallible * 
Judge, muft needs have this condirion that fhe doth own her in- 
falibiliry;bur rh13 is far from faying that tieerly ner owning of 1n- 
fallibilicy doth make infallibilicy her owp, Ir is a very differenc 
thing to ſay, He that miſt be a Miniſter muff needs be a man and 
not ewoman , and ro ſay That ſach a one muſt needs be a miniſter 
becauſe he is a man and 10t a woman. $0 it 15 one thing to ſay, the 
Chu:ch which is the infallible Jucge muſt be a Church judging 
and holding , and p'oi_ling her elf ro be infallible , and c:nnoc 
be a Church, which jrdgeth and profc{i-gh her ſeifro be fallible, 
And anerher quite dificrent thing col, that ſuch a Church 1s 
the ivfallible Judge becauſe ſhe ceacherh ang pcotefſerh her ſelf 
to be ſo, ; 

Not be not (I p:a7) fo far miſtaken, as ſome are uſually, and 
w:lfully, if not maliciovſly, to think that when I ſpeak of the Ro- 
man Chorch, I intend rhe Church of the Dioceſs of Rome , and 
ſoprerenJto make a perticular Church to be 2n Univerſal , and 
the Univerſal of Cathotick Ehnrchof Chrit;-No , Iemend by 
the Roman Church,all that vaſily extended community of chrifit- 
ans , which liveth in communion with, and in ſubjecion and O- 
bedtence unto the Biſhop of Rome , asto their Supream Paſtonr 
anJ Governour on Eearth 11 things appertaining unto faith next 
under Cirift, This is the Flock of Chriſt adhering co the true 
Shepheard appointed rhem by God. Ih 

And now (deareſt Friends ) Ihave no more to ſay, but only 
entieat you 11 the bowels of Charity to learn by heart that moſt 
pretions Icon of our ſweer Saviour , viz, Leara of me for I am 
meek and humble of heart, And that yon may be in2 ready way 
to learn :!:is, remember (in order ro it) that Leſſon (which I 
mention.:7 h-fn-e) of his beloved Apoſtle a rg 6. We 
are of Gd, hecnat knoweth God: heareth us , he that #; nat of God 
heareth u: not, hereby knw we the ſpirit of trath and the ſperit of 
error, There was Ntuing then required to ciiiinguiſh theſe two 
ſpictts, but to hear . o: to refuſe ro hear the Apoliles , and ſeeing 
St, Paul ſaith , Faith comes by hearing, Itwill be 2s neceſſary 
now to hear 11 our times, thoſe who are lawfully ſent to reach 


Its 
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ic, as it was inthe times of the apoſiles. If therefore ye hear 
no body, or follow thoſe who at firſt, and in their beginning heard 
no body , you refuſe to hear thoſe who are ſent to teach you | 
And then according to St, [ohn, it is evident you are lead by the, 
ſpirir of error, Conſider theſe things-and be happy, according to 
the Prayers of, 


Your true Friend and well-wiſher 
n the beſt things 
ROBERT EVERARD. 
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J apprehend that it is not impoſſible butthat ſome of you will be at- 
Lrempting to anſwer thu Letter , and endeavotring toſhake theſe 
Princtples,which have by Gods Grace proved of ſtrength to win me to 
the Holy Catholick Faith, To ſuch I ſhall only grve theſe cantinns, 
> Firſt that they will be pleaſed in ther Anſwer , to ſet down my own. 
words as they lye intirely and without maiming them : If they ſhall 
pleaſe to anſwer by Paragraphs , and to ſet down eaoh of my Para» 
graphs wholly and ſincerely before their Anſwer to the ſame Para- 
graph , I ſhall ow their Candvr and Inſtice ; But if they Anſwer by 
ſetting up.a Puppit of therr own, pretended to be mine,.. they will not 
make mine, bnt their own Arguments ridiculous ; and will not de- 
ſerve a Reply from me, orto be regarded by any one, Secondly , that 
they will forbear all Reproaches aud Slanders.againſt the Catholick, 
C hurch, or C atholicks in general or iz perticular , this is a fault to 
which Proteſtants are too much addifted in general ;, but moſt pertt- 
ctlarly thoſe of the Presbiterian and Independent perſwaſions they 
have alwaies uſed to deal with Cathalicks ; as: they did with Fs 
late Majeſty of glorious memory. and with our moſt dread Soveraign 
that now 15, and their party , viz., to impute crimes to them without 
end, and errors innumerable ; without taking care to examine whe- 
ther what they charged them with was. true orfalſe : Sovif they can 
throw Dirt exough uponthe Catholicks, and impute Opinions unto 
them ſufficiently monſtrons , all is well, they know the major part of 
the Nationto be byaſſed with intereſt, and ready exongh to beleive 
what ever is ſuggeſted againſt thoſe whom they call the Common 
Enemy, and that thouſands will admit a thing for truth if they find 
it in Print, rather then take the pains to examine whether it be true 
or not , and therefore have no difficulty tocaft forth untruths , with as 
mach confidence as if themſelves were ſatisfied, that all they publiſh 
7s diftated by the Holy Ghoſt : As for thoſe who are aud ſhall be 
guilty of theſe crimes , T only wiſh themthe like Repentazce which $t, 
Avguliine hadfor the like errors committed by himſelf whilf he was 
a Manichzan ,o' which he makes this mention, St. Avg. the 6. book 
of his Confeſ. 6,3. towards the end, I bluſh even full of Joy inre - 
gard that I found my ſelf thereby not to have backed againſt the 
catho 


'Catholick Faich:, bur agflgtFthe Fancies and Fidtions of carnal 
cthovghes, Bur yer'l tiaWeen taſh and impious in char T had 
ſaic choſe things acculingly which I ought to have learnt inqui- 
ringly. Nor d*.nnt{ T beſerch you?) taks a liberty to wpbraid me is 
if 1had ſome private ends in wy preſaut Change, but be pleaſed to 
conſider,that I am now united ts. a Communion whoſe portion in this 
Kingdome ts to ſuffer, to be pooy and ſcorned, to want preferments and 
ſuffer affronts from every hand who ſhall pleaſe to give them, whilſt 
1 was at the-headof a Troop vf Horſe inthe Rebellious Army 
( 4 fin which I hope my deareſt Saviour hath fargiven me , I having 
heartily asked pardon of my God as [here as of my Soveraign for - 
ſame) [ was in aconditionto riſe, audthrive, atid glut my ſences with 

what this world called good and pleaſing ; But Ithank my Saviour Þ + 
an now brought home to'that Church of His , which teacheth me to 
[ffer and be hamble, ta give Obedience to Authorities for Conſcience 
ſake, to become a ſervant and a learner, not amaſter or aTegcher, to 
hear thoſe that are lawfully ſent to take care of my Soul , and nat to 
#ſurps the Ciſice of the Prieſts, or prondly to intrude my ſelf into that 
Sacred Funttion, I muſt for ever_ hereafter ceaſe to be contentions, 
and let my Prince or thoſe who are in Authority under him deter- 
mire what they pleaſe in relationto my body or Eſtate , I hope Iſhall 
at all times hereafter follow the bleſſed Precept of God , which 1 re- 
cerve from the month of hug C burch., aud from the Holy Scriptares, 
namely To make Supplications, and Pray<rs , and Incercetlions , 
and giving of thanks for all men; for Kings and af{thatare in Au- 

thortty - I may leada quieclife i all gollineſs and honeſty, 
t TiN. 2. , I. 2. And to thoſe who ſhall be otherwiſe minded 
I ſhall only-ſay, We have no ſuch cuſtome among ſ# us in the Church 
of God. TEA | 
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